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"INTRODUCTION 
Jo much has been written, both by 
ſurgeons and phyſicians, concerning 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, and fo much is tup- 
poſed to be known by every quack, and 


apothecary's apprentice, about its treat- 2 
ment; that it may be thought preſump- YH 
tuous, or at leaſt ſuperfluous, to ſay more So 
upon the ſubject. But nothing certainly 
can be ſo effectual an obſtruction to the 

progreſs of knowledge in general, as an 

"kT Noe opinion 


I bed myfell/prompied to communicate 


he is in en honeſt 'hands, or the 


„ 
opinion that no rob is left for farther 
improvement. Long and large experience 


| has convinced me, that this particular | 


branch does Mill admit of a great deal ; 


and the dreadful conſequences arifing from 
the groſs ignorance of many practitioners, 


as well 25 from the ſhameful impoſitions 


. << » — 


of not a few, are every day but too appa- 
rent. What increaſes the miſchief ex- 
ceedingly, is the inattention of the pa- 
tients themſelves to their own health, no 
leſs than their indifference about the wel- 


fare of their poſterity. . On theſe accounts, 


my obſervations on this diſtaſe, in hopes 
of rendering it leis deſtruQtive to mankind, 
by enabling each. individual, who unhap- 
pily labours under it, to judge whether 


1 DL 399100? ed 24 og; 
Whatever difevence! is due to writers of 


eres, in thoſe 3 eaſes, where 


— oh 
£7 5D Ch the 


2 Y:- 
the rules by them laid down for the ma- 


nagement of diſeaſes remain to this day 
the beſt ſtandard of practice; that very de- 
ference will prove a falſe guide, if extend: 
ed to ſubjects where the lights, which 
they had acquired, were in reality but the 
dawn of What is now more fully known. 
It muſt therefore be of conſequence to 
guard beginners in the healing art againſt 
an implicit teliance even on the greateſt 
profeſſors. | 


Warwick-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
'S Mareh 31, 1777. 
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„ange 110 N I. 
Opinions 7 the moſt celebrated writers on 
cbir diſeaſe 


R. aden has juſtly acquired the 
"higheſt rank in the profeſſion of 


en ata I bow with reſpect. But 
B2 that 


| 3 and to his capacity, equalled only 


1 4 
that great man, it is very certain, has ad- 
vanced poſitions on this point, which do 
not well agree with our preſent knowledge 
of it. According to him, the cure of a 
cldp depends wholly on purging medi- 
cines, by which the peccant humour is 
diſcharged, or a diverſion is made of the 
natural juices, that might otherwiſe feed 
the diſeaſe, Any purgative long perſe- 
vered in, he believes, will be ſucceſsful, 
but eſpecially the more draſtic kinds; and 
he particularly recommends a form of that 
ſort to be taken daily, for the firſt twelve 
or fourteen days, or more. Nevertheleſs, 
ſo far as I have had opportunities of ob- 
- ſerving, I muſt be of opinion, that either 
in delicate, or irritable habits, nothing 


tends ſo directly to keep up the cordee, to 


bring on ſtrangury and fever, or to prp- 


duce ſwelled teſticles, as: draſtic an d a ally bee, 


«purging, though even of, the mercurial 
N * But who would not Xt guard, if poſ- 
| | fible, 


(51. 


| Gble, againſt every one of theſe a 
toms? The laſt in particular, that of 
ſwelled teſticles, ſeems to me in its con- 
ſequences the moſt formidable that can 
befall the patient, and the moſt trouble 
ſome to the practitioner; whether you 
| ſpeak of his reputation which is concerned 
to prevent, or of the {kill which is re- 
quired to conquer it, and to put a ſtop to 
the terrible inroads it W on the con- 
ſtitution. | 2 1 
TS: n with our admited as 
he does not preſcribe bleeding, even in 
ſanguine temperaments, and where the 
complaint is obſtinate, till after a month's 
purging; leſt, ſays he, © it ſhould 
* throw the diſeaſe into the habit.” But 
now, if, during this purgation for a month, 
the ſtrangury, continual cordee, watchful- 
neſs, or fever, occaſioned by fo. heating a 
method of cure, even in ſpite of a ſevere 
"courſe of diet; if theſe evils, I ſay, are 
US | not 


156 1 


dot Alleviated. by bleeding, | opiates, and 
abſtinence. from meat, which laſt he does 
not, require, what are the conſequences ? 
A fever ſupetyenes, by which the flow of 
the, virulent matter from the urethra is 
ſtopt. and the diſeaſe is blended with the 
conſtitution ; or there is produced in the 
teſticles a ſwelling, of which the reſolution 
is tedious, difficult, and full of danger. 
Another poſition of this celebrated 
writer is, that purging is every thing 
here, and that in this diſeaſe, if in any, 
it may be ſaid. He cures, well who 
e cleanſes well.“ On. ſuch, authority, 
who would not be tempted to truſt to 
purging alone, and even to carry it to the 
autmoſt? How often have I done ſo, till 
L was taught better, . and emboldened by 
experience to {et aſide the authority of 
SY 2 Sydenham z 0 by following vvhom, 
in this inſtance, I had the mortification 
1 ** my patients declining daily, and 
= k groaning 


— 


135 


groaning under a tedious gleet IG any 
relief ! 

He adds indeed, © If the method tore 
mentioned does not ſucceed” in ſtopping 
"the gonorrhas, it may be done more 
*effetually by a ſtrong purge ; or, if 
«that ſhould likewiſe fail, by two or 
te three doſes of turpeth mineral at proper 
«© intervals; or elſe by a large doſe of ca- 
* fomel twice 2 week,” All theſs bow- 
_ ever I muſt in general diſapprove, as ſcarce- 
ly ſuited to nr but the moſt robuſt con- 
nt 
After this he has recourſe to e 
metlicises, and the drying balſams; but 
without- ſpecifying ſufficiently when they 
may be uſed with fafety, notwithſtanding 


he ſeems ſo well aware of the riſk- the 
patient tuns of falling into a confirmed 
pox, from! the peccant humours not be- 
ing properly carried off by purgatives, 
in conſtitutions where there is an anti- 
Tu TE -pathy 


pathy to theſe, or a difficulty of being 
purged. 5 18 
As to his notion that the hardneſs in 
the prepuce, or the ulceration brought 
upon that part, or under it, is to be 
cured by fomentations, and mucilaginous 
or oily applications alone, or even by the 
mercurial preparation of precipitate mixed 
with a ſoftening ointment; I muſt needs 
ſay, that I do not find it correſpond with 
fact, having ſeen. poxes often ſuperin- 
duced by this laſt application; I mean, 
where the antivenereal courſe has not 
been firſt regularly purſued, In that caſe, 
indeed, the method I ſpeak of will ſoften 
the præputium, and enable the patient to 
return it; or the ſame thing may be ef- 
feed by the | leaden cannula contrived 
and recommended by Fallopius, to which 
I have been frequently forced: to have re- 
courſe, when all the ulcers had diſap- 


* - 
ITE) of 


With 


— . 


w c HS... Att. e ARK. no. 
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Wich regard to the treatment of the 
ſwelled teſticle; Dr. Sydenham does not 


give the leaſt hint, that mercurial appli- 
cations, or preparations, are often neceſ- 


ſary to ſecure the patient from the pocky 


conſequences of inflammations which hap- 


pen frequently in that tender part. 

But to conclude the ſtrictures which 
juſtice to my ſubject has obliged me, 
however unwilling, to make on this truly 


great man; the principal objection to his 
method of treating the confirmed pox 
is his truſting for the cure to ſo ſmall a 
quantity of the quickſilver rubbed on at 


firſt to raiſe a ſalivation, and his depend- 
ing on alteratives afterwards given in- 
wardly to keep it up: for I doubt not 


of being able to demonſtrate in the proper 


place, that the ſecurity does not ariſe 
from the ſalivation, ſo much as from the 
quantity of quickſilver neceſſary to ex- 
tinguiſh the ſymptoms. 3 

3 Dr. 


having bred many who are now among 
che brighteſt ornaments of their profeſſion, 


- which have elapſed from the time he made 


| XX 2 35 

Dr. Boerhaave, after thirty ſix years 
eloſe attention to the venereal diſeaſe, ac- 
knowledges, that, in à number of caſes, 
he was ſtill uncertain about the beſt me- 
thod of treating it; and that the leaſt cir- 
eumſtance miſmanaged, or overlooked, was 
productive of n * he ou 
not conquer. $02. 75 

After io candid an W n 
may I not hope to be forgiven by the 
Boerhaavian ſchool, juſtly reſpectable for 


if I-take dhe liberty to diſpute ſeveral of 
that preat man's opinions in relation to 


this diſeaſe ; ſince it cannot ſeem ſtrange, 


that the experience of thirty ſix years more, 


the obſervation above mentioned, ſhould 
have thrown ſuch light on ſome particu- 
lars, as fhews him to have been miſtaken 
on a ſubject which by his own confeſſion 
he found ſo difficult? | 


E253 

I begin wich obſerving, that his maxim 
of mercurial medicines being neyer ne- 
ceflary-in his firſt ſpecies of gonorrhea, 
does not hold univerfally, it being certain 
that the pox has taken place, and been 
communicated to the wife, - after-the moſt 
regular treatment upon his plan ; probably 
indeed owing to the patient's having con- 
tracted this firſt ſpecies from a woman who 
was poxed. 

In his ſecond ſpecies of the «i 
attentive obſervers muſt have often ſeen 
the diſeaſe creep into the inguinal glands, 
during a courſe of briſk purging,” accom- 
panied with an antiphlogiſtic regimen, 
for two whole months, although the run- 
ning has not received the leaſh check hat- 
ſoever. 

With reſpect to his hind 3 Shiv 
the complaint affects . Cowper's glands of 
the urethra, -he remarks that the ſucceſs 


of the cure depends entirely on the whole 
C 2 If: 


— 


ay 


of the. infectious matter flowing of by. 


means'of the diſcharge; but he does not. 
ſpecify when mercurials are to be uſed; 


though he obſerves very juſtly, that the 


ſeyere remedy of a ſalivation * here. 
often neceſſary. $03} . v2. 39456 
To his docttine concerning the fourth 


| F pecies, where the proſtate gland (is: a4. 


feed, I ſhould have no obſection, as he 
recommends a ſalivation at once; provided 
he gave any caution about the impropriety 


_- of truſting. to the purging courſe mixed 


with mercurials, by which the effects of 
mercury on the diſeaſe are always weak- 
ened; or provided he deſcribed the powers 


which belong to decoctiont of ”"_— or 


balſamic drinks. 1 I 


- 


As to his fifth and laſt 9 NY g | 


rhea, where Morgagui's glands; and the 
ſeminal veſicles,” &c. are affected, we muſt l 
neceſſarily. diſapprove of his reſting the 
patient's relief from this miſerable ſtate. 


on 


4 13 1 
en plaſtere, ointments,  folnenputions 
poultices, the knife, the ſweating box, 
diet drinks, abſtinence, and : ſevere fali- 
vations ;"/ without recommending, what 
Pars have generally found neceſſary in ſuch 


- the; uſe. of mercurial ointment. 
5 3 applied as not to break, 
down the habit, or; of. Peruvian: bark, 
open air, milk dit, « and the. 9 en 
tions. Nn, en hoogp. + 

Me come now. to | his wn marin 


for the cure of a: confirmed pox. This, 
he tells us, conſiſts in drawing off all the 
fat of the body, even to the laſt particle; 


the whole poiſon of the venereal malady 
is lodged. 1 For, continues he, © if 
te the leaſt particle remains, there is rea- 


in which fat, according to his theory, 


1 ſon to fear a relapſe ſo that, unleſs. 
ee the_ oils. of the body, and this poi-_ 
6 fon concreted in them. are entirely R 


8 fliſſolved, and ä off, you can ne- 
66 * 


COT 

es ver (if the diſeaſe is: inveterate) have a 
« radical' cure, but only the appearance 
4 ef ane, ſuch as you will repent, your 
nu having truſted to, very bæertily. - Now 


ge duted by mercury; on whoſe action 


%, you reduce all the fat humours into 
de water, expel them completely, and 
„ with them waſh off entirely the ves 
| #2: nereal poiſon. What is the infer- 
_ ence? „ Thzt, in order to be properly 

| «+ Tured of the por, the patient muſt bs 


fed on the leaneſt foods, kept in 4 
«<-great and continued heat, reduced to 
* the paleneſs of a corpſe; in a word! 


« totally emaciated,” and the cure pro- 
« tracted, till he has got rid of all his old 


% juices. If this counſel is not faithfully | 


« followed in curing him; and if, aftet 


| r 
80 n for a month or two longer, | 


. CC from 


* however: you are not to rely, unleſs 


| 
l 
t 
t 


r 
ei from fat things of the putreſcent kind: 
« you will have cauſe to regtet your 
having ſubjected him in vain to the 
<< torture of ſo ſevere a courſe; ſince there 
« will be fill ſome: telics of the: diſeaſe 

lurking in the body, and buried there 
« only for a time, to riſe again with new 
«+ ſtrength and violence? G9 
On reading; many years ago, n 
theory of this eminent phyſiologiſt, I 
concluded from fo high an authority, that 
the diſeaſe could not be cured radicaliy 
by any other method, and accordingiy ſet 
about treating the more ſtubborn caſes in 
his way; till I diſcovered that, notwith- 
ſtanding the firmeſt adherence to it, there 
frequently.remained in the groins ſuch ob- 
ſtinate and ill looking ſores, as were not 
to/ be healed, till the natural balſam of 
the blood“ was reſtored by freer. living, 
e rr. nf ann iP * 

* By the natural balſam of the blood being re- 
ſtored, I would be underſtood to mean, ſuch a ſtate 
Gy | of 


16 J 

by freſh air, and a fuller habit. 1 like- 
wiſe found, that the diſeaſe was only hid 
by this lowering plan, and broke out 
afreſh upon the change to a plentiful diet. 


Neither indeed could it be well expected, 
that; ih a country like this, your patients 
would ſubmit to be ſtarved, while their 
companions in the ſame ſituation were 
recovering on by. di a reaſonable 
tegimen. 

He likewiſe: urges. the! necelſty'of the | 
fame ſevere: treatment, where the diſeaſe 
lies out of the courſe of -- circulation, 
among the bones, and therefore out of 

the reach of mercury. In that caſe, he 

allows his patient nothing but biſcuit and 

raiſins for food, with decoctions of guaia?- 

eum for drink; + whereas; in our days 
even When ne * ſtrong decoo- 
an ban 2:1 #1 tions 


of Juices as that which the diſeaſe, or the method 
of treatment, had deſtroyed, and which, till it is re- 
ſtored, not only prevents the rene, of Arength, 
but the cure of the ſores. 


— 


1 
tions of ſarſaparilla, without confinement - 
or any particular regimen, produce, as 
we have proved elſewhere, a ſpeedy, ſafe, 
and pleaſant cure.“ I have the moſt evi 
dent-proofs that ſmall.exfoliations, not ex- 
tonding ſo far as the ſutures which matk 
the boundaries of the ſmall bones of the 
face, are thtown off by ſtrong decoctions 
of farſa;- though this fact is very poſitively 
contradicted by our illuſtrious author; - ; 
The writer on this ſubject, Who, of all 
that have yet treated it, ſeems beyond 
compariſon to have underſtood it beſt, is 
Dr. Aſtruo. If the following ſnhort re- 
marks on his work are found juſtified by 
facts, the candid reader will, I truſt, for- 
give a freedom, which nothing but thoſe 
facts could have induced me to take with 
ſo able a profeſſor. 41 
2 His notion that a gonorrhœa never ter- 
minates in 2 pox, provided the matter 
bi atlig 12907198 £1 D II. - . 4 loaded 
Into See the Appendix. 


* 
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loaded: with the venereal contagion 1 
freely and coplouſly diſtharged, tends to 
prevent the attention that is neceſſary for 
_ eradicating the whole infection; ſince we 
ſee every day, in many obſtinate gonor- 
horas, the worſticonſequences ariſing from 
the leaſt neglect in proſecuting! the anti- 
_ Venereal courſe, by mercury alone, or com- 
bined wich ſarſa, as OO — 
to its fall extent. 4 1993 603, 
Nor does he Wem to is. with 
ſufficient force, the neceſſity of employing 
mercurials, as ſoon as the double inſec- 
tion - is-- diſcovered; - neither can I find, 
that, in treating the gonorrhea, he has 
determined to what extent they muſt be 
uſed for curing — its oy t- 
tendants. wh Dino) 
le ſeems not Cuffciently: aware 11 the | 
-riſk"the patient runs of getting poxed by 
Nitengthening: and aſtringent medicines. = 
peel But perhaps the F rench temperament and 


( 19 7] 

climate may make a more material dif- 
its remedies; than! I have Had eels. co 
_ obſerve in this country. Yong bas 
„ Tewards the end of his 1 44 he has 
Sivem us dhe hiſtory of particular ſymp- 
ame Anil, mliss of hig Giſesſe, that no 
plan wich, which he:was.; acquainted: could 
ee; dach rene hurling in the 
ere penis, apes 
ganglions, tubercles, exoſtoſes, Zummata, 
canderons  APREAZARGES,. and ald venereal | 
Tores, ulcers: in the. womb, M. Vet 
oranges, lemons, or pther antiſeorbutics, 
ſtrong decoctions of farſe, and n. I 
_ « cutwardly and inwardly, applied. 
If upon the faireſt trials, ty 
repeated, I had, in all or in moſt vene- 
"Mp caſes, found ſucceſs from the ſolution 

ORR ">f 
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of cortoſive ſublimate, formerly uſed in 
this cbuntry; * uſhered in afreſh by ſueh a 
maſter in medieine as Baron Van Swieten, 
and ſupported by his diſeiples at Vienna, 
and elſe where, T. wich the evidence of in- 
nitmerable cures regiſtered in their hoſpi- 
tals f ab performed By it; I Ihuld in that 
caſe” have ptobabiy ſaved the world and 
myſelf the tiouble of theſe ſheets, whereof 
one mai intention is if poſſible; te put u 
ſtop, in theſe kingdom, tg the practite of 
relying on this corroſive medieine for the 
cute of almoſt . venerral complaint, 
however ſerious; "an" however much the 
object of the more moimefitous and ade- 
quate antidote, mercurial ointment: 
Whether its failure in my own expe- 
rience, or under the careful management 
of many gentlemen in the profeffon, f 
he aequaintative, was owing to the na- | 


41 11 19. 19. 11 09 D dure 
nn | N 220 > 239% 342 . #463 3 dons i 

t Medical Eſſays of London, 5 
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ture of our elimate; or tothe ſtate of ht 
| ſuices/ occaſioned by ſo much animal food), 
off; to thei want of ſufficient mercurial 
momentum in ſo ſmall a quantity of the 
medicine as is generally uſed, I wil not 
ate upon ane am apt to 
believe, that by continuing to prefer the 
mercurial ointment to any of the- prepa- 
rations of mercury, I ſhall be frequently 
employed to bomplete, by inunction; that 
cule which others Have attempted un- 
ſucoeſsfully with this now ſo faſhionable 
medicine; of which I can affirm with 
certainty, that it failed very often in the 


Britiſh hoſpitals in Hemer, as well as 
in the Iſſe of Wight, during the laſt war; 
and that it has done infinite miſchief in 
this ' metropolis, under as many quackiſh 
names as there are advertiſements in the 
news papers for the cure of the complaint. | 


From theſe few obſervations on what 
is | advanced by ſome of the moſt. cele- 
brated 


| 1 22 J | 
hieted writers on  this-ſubjet,..1 SOT 
| hend It appears, that the charaRteriſties of 
the venercal- diſeaſe, the nature of the re- 
medies, and the fitteſt time of applying 
them, have not hitherto: been generally 
underſteod; and therefore it is hoped the 


pfeſent attempt will not be deemed unne- 
Doſſary. Lam fare, my end will be gained, 
if, by communicating information to ſome, 

au calling farth*the experience of others, 
in ſo important à branch of the healing 
art, I may eee nn the 
Vvrlfare of mankin . 
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[ H E period at 1 the venereal 
. N infection was brought from the | 
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Weſt Indies into Europe 1s ſufficiently 
| aſcertained, and the nally with which, 
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; AS 1 5 
under different ſhaphyy it ſoon after pred 
over the reſt of the world, id commoenly = 

known; - Without dwelling on ciroum- 
ſtances ſo little intereſting at this time, 
we will go on to trace the diſeaſo from 
its ümpleſt appearances to its more oom 
plicated forms, and endeavour to eſtabliſh 
ſuch rules as ſhall at once determine its 
peculiar qualities, and point out che 6. 
medies, together with the regimen, re. 
quiſite for the cure of its various ſtages. 
It has been frequently aſſertecl, het 
the diviſion of the clap and pox into their 
different / ſpecies ie of little or no uſe. 
But if it is net knen how far che dif- 
eaſ has got into the genitals in the poriot= 
rhea, dr into the habitin the lues vene- 
rea, I ſee not how the indications of cure 
can be ſo clearly diſcovered. If therefore 
e can make the diviſion in queſtion fuß. 
fleiently intelligible'to à ſenſible | reader, 

though no anatomiſt, and, by aſcertaining 
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L I. 1 
the exact ſtate of the diſtemper, can ex - 
plain its proper treatment through its 
ſeveral ſtages, we ſhall have the pleaſure 
of contributing to the comfort of every 
one who wiſhes to know whether | he has 

obtained a complete cure, or af not, Whe- ö 
ther he is in the way to t. 
urethra, urine and ſemen only, or perhaps 
now and then a little of that. tranſparent 
mucus which lubricates the paſſage... The 
parts [compoſing this paſſage; continued 
all the way up to the neck of the blad- 
der, are the general ſeat of the gonorrhœa. 
If by manuſtupration, or early venery, he 
has weakened the ſeminal organs, he then 
often paſſes the ſeed before it: is properly 
concocted or exalted, which debilitates 
the whole body, but more particularly 
the nervous ſyſtem. This is called Tabes 
Dorſalis; an evil more; dreadful in its 
conſequences than the moſt virulent ga- 
norrhœa, 


* 


H 
norrhœa, and often producing tremors, 

palſies, melancholy, and madneſs.” '© Tali 
tabe laborantes cœlibes vivant, niſi prids 
* hiredes gignendi facultatem experti ſint, 
© ne nihil præter nothos et ingentem miſe- 


« riam matrimonium ſequatur. T write 


as à phyſician, not as a caſuiſt. Of this 


IA we profeſs x nor to ſpeak. 
contraſted 65 infection, is Uicerned by a 


_ diſcharge from the urethra, marking the 
linen with an ichorous kind of ſtain; in 


the middle of which there is commonly 
perceived a yellow or greeniſh coloured 
pus, about the ſize of a pin's head, toge 
ther with, now and then, a ſingle drop of 
the ſame ſort lodged in the point of the 
urethra ; and this attended with a ſcalding 
heat in 4 water, but without n or 
_ other violent ſymptom. 5 

When, ſome days after the knowledge 
of a — infected, there appears an in- 
* | E flammation 


—— 


* 
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flammation on the glans penis, with an 


oozing of matter from behind the nut, 
from the internal ſurface, of the prepuce; 
or from the glans penis, but without ul- 


ceration, or any diſcharge from tha ure- 
| thra itſelf, and, on being touched by tho 
urine, conveying the ſame ſort of ſenſa- 


tion which we call heat of water; this 
may be ſtyled the ſecond pic of gonor- 


o When, on 1 the 91 at any 7 time, 


eſpecially in the morning, there iſſues 
from the urethra. a quantity of purulent 
matter, which ſeems to come from the 


body of the gland, or not farther back 


than about an inch from the oriſice of H 
the urethra ; I would call this the third 

ſpecies. As it is the, moſt, common ſort 
of any, ſo it is Aar of long conti- 


nuance. 


When a vlentiful Aiſcharge of. matter 


flows i into the whole cavity of the urethra, 


„ 


* : 
end is fuppoſed to have affected Cowper's 


glands; I would term it the fourth — 
of gonorrhœa. reite! | 
In the fiftli, the matter comes all the 

mi theoneck of the bladder, and in 
very large quantities, attended with con- 
tinual difficulty in making water, a fetid. 
ſmell, and impoſthumations * on 
the perinæum, and ad anum. 

If all theſe ſymptoms are AER * 
ſtage higher, fo as td affect the ſeminal 
veſicles, and to produce incontinency 'of 
water, or att” incapacity of retaining the 
ſeed, it has been conſidered by ſome au- 
thors, as ahother, and, the laſt er of 
gonorrhæa. 

To me it — 0 this ſort, and 
the two immediately. preceding, may be 
properly conſidered as pocky appearances, 7 
and ought certainly at once to be treated 
as ſuch, ſince they will not, yield to any 
medicine merely. antiphlogiſtic. | 
| 2 \ Having 


"Lo 
> 
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Having chus deſeribed the different ipe- 


cies of gonorrhœa, ſo as to enable any pa- 


tient of ordinary underſtanding; to:diſcover 


with exactneſs the ſtage of his diſtemper, 
1 now proceed to point out the cure, 
after premiſing ſome obſervations, partly 


for the ſake of preventing miſtakes, and 


partly for paving the way to 3 aan 


follow. 1 aner . Ing 92 455 hs 2 3 wy * 4 
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 Neeery obſervations. . 


N. the firſt place, it is But "ay to {Cs 
knowledge, that Where there is viru- 
lence in tbe gonorrhea, our art cannot 
cure it ſpeedily, and effectually, at the 
ſame time: Therefore the patient ſhould | 


not expect, nor the phyfician promiſe" it. 
- Unleſs the ſevereſt regimen is obſerved, it 


will often run out to two or three mn 
and i in ſome caſes to five or fix. 3 Lyon 
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In dhe nett place, I muſt take the liber- 
y to ſay; that the impropriety of eſtabliſh- 
ing infallible maxims never appeared more 
evident, than in the principal one which 
has been ſo: frequently laid down on this 
ſubject; namely, that a large and con- 
tinued running, kept up either by medi- 
cines, or by other proper methods, is the 
greateſt preſervative againſt a clap's be= 
coming a confirmed pox; for, if the clap 
be of a bad ſort,” it will in many caſes 
become a pox, by truſting to that very 
tunning; whereas, by the ſeaſonable in- 
terpoſition of mercury, the cure might 
be diſpatched time enough to avoid ſo, % 
| diſagrecable an event. There are many 
people indeed, who, from an apprehenſion 
of mercury's producing pernicious effects 
on tl the conſtitution, will ſcarcely conſent _ 
to the uſe of it at all i in what they call a 
elap. It will afterwards appear how ill 
e their, fears" ary en this bead. 


* 
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The matim above mentioned is, © cons 


fels, of real uſe, when it ſuperſedes the 
neceſſity of employing -aſtringents or in- 
jections, till there has been time given to 
remove the virulence, or when it prevents 
confiding in thoſe whoſe boaſted expedi · 
tious methods of treatment are ** 
to ruin, not to ſave. | 

For my own part, hold it a8 rn 
ciple, never to uſe either aſtringents, in- 
jections, or balſamics,* but in caſes of 
extremity; nor even then, till J have, by 
a courſe of mercurial inunctions, provided 
againſt all the ill conſequences of the diſ- 
eaſe, (ſuppoſing it to prove obſtinate, and 
the running to continue diſcoloured) ag | 


$ 04341249 4 
2 1 to be wiſhed, ho wn acai e the. 
exact period when balſamic medicines might be adopted | 
with fafety.; as perhaps there are conſtitutions which 
would admit of their uſe much earlier than cautious 
practitioners generally imagine ; ; while there are 
— — habits, where their too precipitate application 
would extend the gonorrhea to a dreadful length. 


31 1 
well as againſt any retention of morbid 
matter, by promoting in every poſſible 
way a free diſcharge for a proper time; 


tried, without effect, every method to re- 
ſtore the tone both of the part, and of the 
habit, in the manner chat . be —_— 
explained. | 

To briſk purgatives in W Ademper l 
am utterly averſe; and the gentler ones I 
am for ufing more rarely than is commonly 


long continued diſcharges, as tending to 
produce a pox, or at leaſt obſtructions of 


the urethra, which laſt are not ee by 


1 applications alone. 
During the whole courſe of a virulent 


gonorrhœa, there is danger of its being 


carried into the habit, by every thing that 


ſtops the diſcharge before the infection is 
removed. The diſcharge will be ſtopt 
by hurried walks, or violent exerciſe of 


any 
* 


"EA 


and let me add, not till I have likewiſe 


* 
bs 
hay 
- if | 
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. 
any kit; eſpecially on horſeback ; -or by 
ſtronng and draſtic | purges, whether com- 
mon or mercurial, A by catching cold, 
of: a fever fit, while under a Puczins 
oe a perfiräler notice, that work 
thing promoting erections of the penis 
increaſes inflammation, ſends the infection 
further back into the urethra, keeps up 
che diſeaſe, and often ſubjects the patient 
to all the inconveniences of a freſn anti- 
phlogiſtic regimen for two or three weeks, 
in the ſame manner as if the cure was 
but juſt begun. Among the cauſes of 
ſuch erections, may be reckbned chiefly a 
turtle feaſt, * a n diet, . dinners, 
0; rind dar den; onions, 


Fee 
„„ 1 
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I have not only often Ar the diſeaſs recur, 
with all the ſymptoms of its firſt ſtage, in "conſe- 
quence of a turtle feaſt; but have once known a run- 
ning, with inflammation, brought on by, the ſame 
means, in a ſober married man, who had been free 
from infection for many years: at leaſt I could not 
tracs it to any other ſource. 


{ 
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onions, ſpiceries, * high-ſcaſoned foods of 
every ſort, fermented liquors, hot ſuppers, 
women's company, and libidinous conver- 
ſation. | 

If ever a ſtrict attention to regimen is 
neceſſary in any diſeaſe, it is certainly in 
this, where the infection is recalled into 


the habit by every deviation in * of 


diet, or of exerciſe, 


* 


SECTION IV. 


On the cure of the gonorrhers 


T. HE generality of authges are agreed, 
that purging is the remedy for the 


gonorrhea, as is ſalivation for a confirmed 


F pox : 


* 


I an informed by a friend lately arrived from the 

Iſlands of Bourbon, that, having one day put a parcel 
of the Cayenne pepper in a handkerchief round his 
waiſt, his black ſervant told him, it would give him 
the clap. He had not ſeen a woman for eight months. 
before, The prophecy was fulfilled in a day or two; 
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pox: but it has not been explained witli 
ſufficient exactneſs, when the firſt cannot 
anſwer, any more than why the laſt often 
fails; nor whence proceeds the inefficacy 
in the former caſe, or what reſources in 
both caſes are ſtill left. | 
If the procuring from two to four ſtools 
every other day, for the firſt fourteen 
days, and the fame number every third 
day during the ſecond fourteen days, does 
not donſiderably diminiſh the running, or 
change the yellow or yellowiſh- green 
matter into a diſcharge more ſeminal, 
ropy, and diluted in its colour; I ſhould 
not heſitate in ſuch a circumſtance, even 
though the cordee or heat of urine were 
not removed, (and they will ſometimes 
remain as at firſt) to apply ſuch a prepa- 
| ration 

and he fonnd it neceſſary to be cured in the common 
way, by the advice of a ſurgeon there, who ſaid it 
was a very uſual effect of that ſpice in thoſe iſlands. 


I mention this only as matter of curioſity, and not as 
part of my creed, though this has been alledged. 
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ration of mercury, more early in the diſ- 
eaſe, as I thought ſafeſt, and fit to be uſed 
in the largeſt quantity. What that is, 
will be determined afterwards. 

If the form of pills is preferred by the 
patient to half an ounce or more of falts 
and manna, (of each equal parts) then 
from ten to fifteen grains of jalap root, 
with as much nitre, mixed up into pills 
of the common ſize, will probably be a 
proper quantity for producing the deſired 
effect. EF 

Or, if the form of an electuary is yet 
more agreeable, the following, which I 
would call the Elect. Diaſenæ, will an- 
ſwer every purpoſe that is to be obtained 


by purging. 


Re. Elect. lenitiv. drach. vi. 
Puly. e tragacanth. comp. unc. ſs. 
— fol. ſenæ drach. it. 
— radic. jalap. drach. iſs. 
Syrup. roſar. ſolutiv. q. ſ. fiat electarium; 
cujus capiat q. n. m. majoris alterna vel 
tertia nocte, vel pra re nata. 
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If inſtead of ſuch a courſe you purge 
daily, what is the conſequence ? You 
keep up a continual irritation on the blad- 
der, by the teneſmus attending frequent 
purging, and an inclination to make water, 
or a ſtimulus all along the urethra, where 
the diſeaſe firſt lodges ; than which nothing 
is more likely to prolong the inflammation, 
or to provoke a gleet. Now all this is 
prevented by gentle phyſic, taken * 
ſecond or third day only. 

It is a common practice to be perpe- 
tually diluting with large quantities of 
ſmall drinks, ptiſans with nitre, &c. . 
When the pain in making water is not 
extreme, a moderate quantity of ſoftening 
liquors, ſuch as milk and water, water 
gruel, or linſeed tea, anſwers the purpoſe 
much better, and flows off with leſs trou- 
ble, and fewer calls on the patient. An 
attention to this circumſtance will, beſides 
preventing much pain, forward che cure 
not a little. It 


1 

It is acknowledged, that, in very irri- 
table, or ſpaſmodic habits, gum arabic, 
and ſyrup of white poppies, are always 
uſeful, and ſometimes neceſſary. 

As to nitre, and diuretics in general, 
my objection to them is not anſwered 
by their antiphlogiſtic effects, while the 
ſame effects can be produced by diluent 
and ſoftening drinks, or by bleeding, and 
abſtinence from fleſh, and from wine, 
ſpirits, or fermented liquors of any ſort; 
and, above all the reſt, by repoſe. By 
repoſe, I mean a ſedentary life during the 
cure, of at leaſt flow motion, either on 
foot, or in an eaſy carriage, and off the 
ſtreets. 

Wherever pain in erection, or heat of 
urine, or feveriſh ſymptoms, grow to any 
height, bleeding is the ſovereign remedy. 
In reality, it ſhould be uſed in all ple- 
thoric habits, and in every caſe where the 


pain is occaſioned by exceflive acrimony. 


A 
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A truſs for the ſcrotum ſerves, beyond 
any thing, to keep off inflammation in the 
ſpermatic organs. It ſhould be worn from 
the firſt appearance of the diſeaſe, till it 
has ceaſed ſome weeks. 

From what has been faid in deſcribing 
the different ſpecies of the gonorrhea, it 
will eaſily be diſcovered, where the anti- 
phlogiſtic plan is ſucceeding, where exter- 
nal applications will be uſeful, and like- 
wiſe in what caſes recourſe muſt be had 
to the great ſpecific. 

It has been generally believed, that the 
cure of the clap is beſt promoted by what- 
ever encourages the diſcharge, particularly 
by briſk purgatives repeated daily, or at 
leaſt frequently. If by ſuch are meant 
reſins of jalap, and ſcammony, pulp of 
colocynth, and gamboge, I muſt diſap- 
prove of their uſe, even though recom- 
mended by a Turner, a Sydenham, or a 


Boerhaaye, who believed that the putrid 
in- 


1 
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infection was carried off by them moſt 
effectually. It ſeems to me, that they can 
only be warrantable, if given once or 
twice a week, and this in robuſt conſtitu- 
tions; ſince they always heat the body 
more or leſs, hurt the ſtomach, inflame the 
blood, and often bring on a ſtrangury or 
dyſury in a great degree, ſo as to increaſe 
the diſeaſe by every new doſe; or at beſt 
they produce the moſt tedious gleets: 

When writers talk of fuſing the hu- 
mours by ſuch purgatives, I. would aſk 
what they mean. Are the humgurs fuſed, 
when fever is brought on, with great in- 
flammation, ſwelled teſticles, and fizy 
blood? Are the humours fuſed, where 


the running is ſtopt, and the virulence 


conveyed into the courſe of circulation, ſo 
as to occaſion ſpurious buboes, and glandu- 
lar or lymphatic ſwellings, that are ſcarcely 
to be reſolved by flannel, mercury, farſa, 


or hemlock ? 
S E C- 
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SECTION V. 
Remarks on the firſt and ' ſecond ' ſpecies. 


HAT has been now offered - may 
be conſidered as containing gene- 
ral rules for the cure of the gonorrhœa. 
It may not be amiſs to ſubjoin ſome parti- 
cular obſervations, with reſpect to the firſt 
and ſecond ſpecies, as before deſcribed, 
and diſtinguiſhed ; ſince they belong moſt 
properly to this ſtage of the diſtemper, 
and do not put on the pocky appearances 
which are often aſſumed by the reſt, and 
which require on that account a very dif- 
ferent management. 
In the firſt. or moſt ſimple ſpecies of 
the gonorrhœa, a few doſes of ſalts and 
manna diſſolved in whey, and taken at the 
interval of two or three days, with quiet 
and ſober living, will in the ſpace of two 
or 


Lu 
or three weeks produce a perfect cure. If 


matters muſt be hurried, injections may 
perhaps be uſed in the firſt ſpecies with- 


out much hazard; there being hardly 
morbid matter in ſuch quantity as to break 


in upon the habit. In this caſe, and in 
this alone, would I preſume to affirm, that 
mercury can never be neceſſary. 
In the ſecond ſpecies, where ſo conſider- 
able a part of the diſeaſe is external, fo- 
mentations of the emollient kind, and 
poultices of wheat-bread and milk, fre- 
quently renewed, are of ſenſible benefit, 
if uſed along with the purgatives, &c. 


before preſcribed, unleſs. where the infece - | 


tion is caught from a pocky patient, as 
happens frequently; in which caſe, the 
great ſpecific becomes abſolutely neceſ- 


tary. 
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SECTION VI. 


General remarks. 


N every ſpecies of the clap, where there 

is inflammation, fomentations and 

poultices are uſeful, ſo far as they abate 

the heat and tenſion, preſerve cleanlineſs, 
or promote the diſcharge. 

When the cure is no longer dependent 
on the antiphlogiſtic method, Dr. Boer - 
haave ſeems to reſt too much on their ope- 
ration. 

Milk and water of a proper warmth, in 
a half - pint ſtone veſſel, in which the penis 
can be ſoaked twice or thrice a day, is ſuf- 
ficient for the general purpoſe of fomen- 
tation. 05 WES 
I faid before, that any plan of medi- 
eine, or any regimen, excluſive of mer- 
cury, will not effect what I plead for, 
the curing ſpeedily the virulent gonor- 

* 


— 
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thœa, where it has been of long ſtand- 
ing, or has got far back into the ure- 
thra, Inſtead therefore of expoſing the 
patient, by a ſevere and tedious purging 
courſe, to the hazard of a fever, and its 
attendants, viz. a checked diſcharge, and 
' ſwelled teſticles, or perhaps a confirmed 
pox ; I would propoſe that, as ſoon as 
there is a remiſſion in the heat of water 
and cordee, the inguina, pudenda, of 
thighs, ſhould be anointed with mercu- 
rial ointment as deſcribed below, or the 
blue or Belloſte s pill given twice a week, 
conſiſting of ten grains to a doſe, and in- 
termixed with the purging courſe at proper 
intervals. The conſequence of this treat- 
ment will be a ſpeedy amendment of the 
colour, and abatement of the diſcharge, as 
well as of all the ſymptoms, till they 

totally ceaſe. 5 
By a judicious combination of the above 
methods, it is propoſed to remedy effec- 
G 2 tually . 
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tually all the difficulties common in the 
fourth, fifth, and fixth ſpecies of the 
gonorrhea. | 


. 
Of the fuelled teſticle. x 


HE ſwelled teſticle I mentioned in 

the firſt ſection as a circumſtance 
peculiarly diſagreeable. I have already 
obſerved, that jit is generally produced 
.. * Having, in the year 1767, been to viſit Mr. Hea- 
viſide at Hatheld, towards the autumn, I learned 
that there was an endemic diſcafe in Hertfordſhire, at- 
tended with a great and very painful ſwelling in the 
teſtes, and other ſymptoms as mentioned below. ; 
Within a week of that time, a nobleman and two of 
his ſervants came up to London from the neighbour- 
hood of Hatfield, and were ſeiſed with the mumps, 
&c. and not a little ſurpriſed at my propheſying, that 
in two or three days they would be ſeifed with a ſwell- 
ing in the teſtes : it turned out juſt as I had foretold, 
and they recovered by a common antiphlogiſtie re- 
gimen. As I have never met with ſuch a diſeaſe in 


my practice, nor ever read of any ſuch, I take this 
op- 
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by daily and repeated draſtic purging, by 
being expoſed to cold during the courſe, 
or by living too freely, and taking too.much 
exerciſe in the firſt; ſtage of the diſeaſe, or 
by deſtructive injections. When I hint at 
the inflammation brought on in ſuch caſes; 
I would be underſtood to comprehend not 
only that affecting the teſticle itſelf, but its 
appendages, the epididymis, ſpermatic cord, 
| vaſa 


opportunity of giving an account of it in the words 
of a letter from my very ingenious friend Mr. Hea- 
viſide. i 
„IN the year 1767 I had a great many patients, 
e the much greater part of them about or little paſt 
c the age of puberty, ſeiſed with a diſorder very much 
« reſembling what is called the Mumps, viz. with 
55 great ſtiffneſs and a conſiderable ſwelling about the 
& articulation of the jaws. Some few complained a 
« little, and but a little, of ſoreneſs in the throat; 
« and a few had a faint raſh, chiefly about the neck 
& and throat; both of which ſoon went off. They all 
« of them had ſome degree of fever, attended with 
« pain in the back. All theſe complaints, except the 
« aſt, generally diſappeared about the third or fourth 
« day, when there was a ſudden tranſlation of the 
matter 


N 
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vaſa deferentia, &c. which, without the 
ſtricteſt attention, end in ſarcocele, ſuppu- 
ration, hydrocele, ſcirrhus, and cancer. 

In the inflammatory ſtage, every one is 
agreed as to the propriety of bleedings, 
repeated according to circumſtances, and 
| likewiſe as to the utility of fomentations, 
with an antiphlogiſtic regimen of the ſe- 
vereſt 


© matter to the teſtes, the fauces being immediately 
e relieved and ſet at liberty. The inflammation and 
| © tenſion on the teſtes was very conſiderable in all of 

<< them, and in every reſpect reſembling the hernia 
* humoralis ; 3 but was quickly removed by gentle 
< purges, cooling medicines, poultices to the part, 
and keeping quiet.—I remember I had two young 
<« girls, of about twelve or thirteen years old, ſeiſed 
« with this complaint, where the humour was de- 
c poſited on the labia pudendi. In none of the pa- 
<« tients I ſaw (who were many) there was, or could 
ec be, the leaſt ſuſpicion of any venereal taint, I might 
« add, that this diſtemper appeared again the next 
cc year, but more rarely; ſince when, or before, I 
e neyer met With it. 4 

Signed J. HEAVISIDE. 

Hatfield, Hertfordſvire, ; 
April 11, 17 72, 
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vereſt ſort; that is, abſtinence from meat, 


and even broths, as well as from all fer- 


mented liquors, excepting ſmall beer. 
Where there is ſizy blood, this is ſtill 
abſolutely neceſſary. | 

Dr. Sydenham, and many of our beſt 
ſurgeons, talk much of poultices of bean 


flower, litharge with vinegar, and many 


other deteſtable becauſe ſo often pernicious 
preparations of this moſt deadly of all me- 
tals. But theſe render the ſolution of the 
inflamed part more difficult; and, what is 
much worſe, produce ſuch a ſcirrhus in the 
teſticle, or its appendages, as is not to be 
reſolved. F 
Poultices of bread and milk, with lin- 
ſeed flower, white lily roots, fenugreek 
ſeed, &c, are better calculated to promote 


the ſolution of the diſeaſe, by a diſcharge 


from the urethra of the obſtructing, and 
perhaps virulent, matter. This is much 


the readieſt way of clearing the teſticle 


per- 
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perfectly, without which there frequently 
remains an unconquerable gleet. So long 
therefore as any hardneſs continues in the 
teſticle, or in the ſpermatic Veſſels, eſpe- 
cially in the vas deferens, ſo long the teſ- 
ticle muſt be conſidered as a diſeaſed body, 
and conſequently ſubject to relapſes, un- 
leſs the habit be perfectly corrected by a 
proper antivenereal courſe, 

The generality of writers have been ex- 
tremely deficient in not marking, with ſuf- 
ficient accuracy, the miſchiefs ariſing from 
the leaſt neglect in this particular. 

If at any time I find it impracticable to 
clear the teſticle, by the antiphlogiſtic 
regimen now pointed out, and extended 
according to -circumſtances, I am never 
ſatisfied, till I have led the patient through 
ſuch an antivenereal courſe, as ſhall enſure 
him againſt any future uneaſineſs from that 
quarter. 2 

| 8 
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| Beſides rubbing mercury on the part 
(if free from pain) or on the inguina and 
thighs, I keep the teſticle always ſuſ- 
pended with a bag truſs, and confine the 
patient to bed, for five or fix weeks if 
neceſſary, fomenting the part with hem- 
lock, and plying him inwardly with ſtrong 
decoctions of ſarſa, bardana, and extract 
of hemlock; not forgetting, all the while, 
to carry the mercurial unctions to their 
full extent. 

I cannot forbear taking notice here of 
the ſingular uſe I have found in hemlock 
outwardly applied, as well as inwardly 
given 6 particularly in the caſe of B—, 
whoſe teſticles had been both condemned 
to the knife. IM ſcirrhoſity, accom pany- 
ing the hydrocele i in each, and left by the 
operation, did ſtill remain, notwithſtand- 
ing a proper mercurial courſe, and an am- 
ple diſcharge by the digeſtion, till diffolved 


by hemlock. | Ye 
H By 


FF 
By ſuch methods I have cured diſeaſed 
teſticles of two or three years ſtanding, 
even when ulcerated, and where the ſcir- 
rhus had begun to be affected wo * 
ing and lancing pains. 

It is obſervable, that ſwellings of long 
continuance, which occaſion the vaſa de- 
ferentia to be knotted like a firing of 
beads,” are of very difficult reſolution. 
Such a ſtate requires a ſupine poſture for 
the tedious ſpace of fix weeks; or perhaps 
more, * as well as a purulent or gleety diſ- 

charge 
„We have relieved a foreigner of rank from ſuch a 
ſtate of cancerous ſcirrhus, byobliginghim, while under 
a ſevere regimen of diet, mercurial inunctions, fomen= 
tations, and ſtrong decoctions of ſarſaparilla, to lie above 
twenty hours in the four and twenty, for ſeven weeks, 
on his back, with his ſcrotum ſuſpended, and his heels 
higher than his head., - Caſtration had been recom- 
mended to this nobleman, by a perſon of diſtinguiſhed . | 
reputation for dexterity and {kill in the treatment of ; 
the venereal diſeaſe ; but by the above regimen, the 
teſticle, though of an enormous "IS with, hydrocele 


and lancing pains, was reſtogeg to a perfectly health- 
* tul 
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charge from the urethra, proeured by 
means of bougies, aut ſi a benevolo medico 
præferti liceat, gonorrhea recente, beſides 
the reſources above named. 

Surely then, where copious diſcharges 
from the urethra prove ſo uſeful, the in- 
terrupting them by drying medicines, 
aſtringent applications, and injections, can» 
not fail in many caſes to produce irremo- 
diable eyils. 


SECTION vil. 
= 8 


"THIS is a nt; in every one's mouth, | 
1 and made uſe of by many to cloak 
their ignorance with regard to the real 
| eufe which ſo often renders the diſcaſe ob- 

: ſtinate, 
ful Rat; and the water in the tunlea propri 4 teſtis 
was abſorbed ; in-which happy ituartoh'Ns remains ta 
this day, 


* 
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ſtinate, as well as with relation to the pro- 
per method of removing it. 

When the running continues beyond 
three weeks or a month, whether ſtill 
diſcoloured, or become clear and ropy, 
it is called a Gleet, and muſt be attacked 
with agglutinants, balſamics, and m_ | 
gents, in every ſhape. 

If the diſeaſe is ripe for ſuch medi- 
eines, it will op by the uſe of ſome 
one or or other of the Claſs juſt mentioned,* 

or 


* The beſt balſamic I know, where the ſtomach 
will bear fo harſh a medicine, is the following; 


R. Gum. arabic, drach 1, 
Balſam. copaiv. 4 
Mellis anglic. ana ſemi- unc. Simul conterentur; 
dein admiſce. 
Decoct. {fortior.) corticis peruv. unc. vii. 
Suce. limon. unc, i. Cujus mixtur. ſumat 
| quartam partem m. & h. ſ. quotidie, 
And the beſt · aſtringent, | 
A ſmall table ſpoonful of the tin; ſtypt. (Ph, 
Londin.) out of a quarter of a * of new milk, 
twice a day, | 


18 
or even by abſtaining totally from pur - 


ging. 
If, on the contrary, the matter is not 


ropy, but continues ſhort like melted tal- 
low, and the infection is ſtill lurking in 


the part ; ſuch medicines will indeed often 
put a ſtop to the gleet, as it is called, and 


produce a confirmed pox. Almoſt every 


one knows this to be a fact; but how to 
prevent the bad effects of ſuch a proceſs, 
is known only to few. | 

It frequently happens, that the diſ- 
charge continues for many months, in 
ſpite of every attempt by medicines given 
inwardly, as well as by injections. This 
is the great difficulty, and requires a more 
particular attention, as it is ſo common 
an evil. 


To cruſh it in the bud, 1 would adviſe 


every young ſurgeon, at his firſt viſits, to 


inform himſelf exactly as to the time 


when the running firſt began, and whe- 


ther 


1 54 1 


ther it was attended with ſymptoms of 
cordee, heat of water, &c. or whether it 
is ſuppoſed to have riſen from any former 
infection reappearing upon exerciſe, freer 
living, &c. and if ſo, to learn every cir- 
cumſtance of that infection, of its dura- 


tion, and former treatment. He ſhould 


likewiſe ſee the ſtream in which the urine 
flows, whether large, ſmall, or ſcattered, 
in order to be acquainted. with the exact 


ſtate of the paſſage ; for he may be ſure, 


that old complaints there, lengthened. out 
by the nature of the infection, by the par- 
ticular habit of body, or by unſkilful ma- 
nagement, muſt have more or leſs affected 
the urethra, by contracting its diameter, or 
filling it with caruncles, which are very 


ſenſible to the touch of the bougie, though; 
ſeldom ſeen upon diſſection, at leaſt as 


anatomiſts affirm. 

If the diſcharge has manifeſtly the ap- 
. pefrance of afreſh clap, attended with in- 
flammatory 


* 
* 0 
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fAammatory [ymptoms; it will be time 
enough to examine the urethra with a 
bougie, when, although your method of 
cure may have removed the inflammation,' 
it has yet not carried off the gleet. In that 
caſe, it will help to fave your own credit, 
as well as prevent much anxiety to your 
patient, if you examine whether its obſti- 
nacy be occafioned by any local complaint 
in the urethra. If the bougie paſſes freely, 
you will do well to ſet about the cure by a 
proper quantity of mercury rubbed on. 
This quantity can, I think, be aſcer- 
tained only by the change brought upon 
the matter, in reſpect of its colour or con- 
ſiſtence. The fureſt ſigns, I know, of a 
tendency in the gleet to be dried up. with 
ſpeed and kafery, are the appearances of 
little threads of matter, reſembling vermi-' 
celli, floating in the urine as ſoon as made, 
or the ſtains on the linen becoming . 
ſmall. extent, not - bigger than a pez. 
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Where ſuch change does not take place, 
as will ſometimes happen, I rub on three 
or four ounces, ſo as ſcarcely to leave the 
poſlibility of a pocky cauſe remaining. 
How many obſtinate gleets of two, 
three, or four years ſtanding, (and lately of 
ſeven and ten, in two foreigners of the firſt 
diſtinction) have we ſeen effectually cured 
by a mercurial inunction, when almoſt 
every other medicine had been tried in 
vain! Were we; diſpoſed to ſpeculate, 
we ſhould ſay, that in theſe caſes an in- 
ternal chancre had kept up. the diſcharge, 
and that the diſcharge had preſerved the 
body in ſuch a ſtate, as not to be greatly 
hurt by the continuance of the diſtem- 
per. "oF | Tr 
| Should the ſeat of the diſeaſe, or of 
the ulcer, lie about the proſtate gland, 
calloſities will be felt pretty diſtinctly 
near the anus, on the raphe or the, pe- 
rinæum, and generally attended with a 
; ſtrangury. 
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ſtrangury. To determine with preciſion - 
the place. where theſe ulcers or chancres 
are formed, I know not any ſuch proper | 
method, next to that of uſing a bougie or 
a probe bent like a catheter, as deſiring 
the patient, while he is making water, to 
preſs all along the urinary canal with his 
finger, till he comes to that point where 
the water in paſſing occaſions moſt pain; 
for there probably the carnoſities, ſcars, 
or ſtrifures; are formed. To this point 
(after a thorough courſe of unction on 
the thighs) direct frictions, gummous, and 


| fefinous, or emollient applications out- 


wardly, and bougies inwardly uſed with 
judgment and perſeverance. KO 

By theſe means, the paſſage will in 
moſt caſes be again cleared, at leaſt to a 
tolerable degree; the habit will be recti- 
fied, and the gleet dried up. 


1 . 


ts 
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SECTION 1X. 
Of bougies. 


BOUT the middle of the ſixteenth 
century, the nature of obſtruc- 


tions in the urethra began to be under- 


ſtood and treated with ſucceſs by both 
regulars and empirics. Of the ingredi- 
ents whereof bougies were compaſed we 
have ſeveral formulas in the books of ihat 
age, and their utility has been proved: in 
every ſucceeding period. | | 
Some years ago it was 8 that an 


eminent writer on the maladies of the 


urethra poſſeſſed a compoſition of greater 
efficacy than any uſed by other ſurgeons ; 
and his extraordinary ſucceſs; has been 


aſcribed by the public to the peculiar 
properties of his bougics.. ; Almoſt all the 


preſent writers contend, that the common 


on is as good as Mr. Daran's: But 
| ! 3 5 I mult 
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1 muſt needs ſay, that his method of ap- 
Phing them ſeems much better adapted 


to the nature of the complaint, than any 
other generally known. Who in this 


country, for example, perſeveres in their 
uſe with ſuch aſſiduity as that gentleman; 


belides | the flight of hand in introducing 
them, which he has acquired from having 
made it the ſtudy, of bis life? What 
ſurgeon” but himfelf paſſes them twice or 


thrice a day, confines his patients to their 
couch, viſits them at a ſtated hour, regu- 
lates every meal and every cup of drink, 
increaſes and diminiſhes the ſize of the 
Tongs RES. the application agcord- 
er a 1 2 Wahn e 
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lt ſeldom Men that the obſtruction in the 
utethra is of any great extent, but there ate often 


thtee or four in the courfe of the paſſage. In _ 


caſe, the very ſmall bougie is of no efficacy. 

To paſs them readily, much depends on the point 

of the bougie being of the ſhape of a probe, or of a 

wedge. 1 have * two or three caſes, of many 
years 


[| bo 5 
ing. to cireumſtances, fixes their opera- 


tion on the diſcaſed part ſo nicely, or, by 
ſuch extenſive acquaintance with the prin- 
cipol 9 difnculties of this kind throughout 

Europe, knows. how to remedy them ? 
In Hort, 1 cannot help thinking, chat 
Mr. Daran is entitled to ſuperior ſuccels 


= 


by ſuperior merit ; at the ſame time that 


1 acknowledge, he gives the whole a myſ- 
terious air, which ſavours more of. duack- 


ery than of ſound , ee or es 
a N 
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1 rede in which, by fan peteption to this 
circumſtance, I have readily ſlipt the bougie throu gh 
the obſtructjon, after fruitleſs attempts made by . 
to the infinite relief and bomfort of the patients; 
and very lately in three elderly men, who had been 
tortyred,, as they ſuppoſed, with the ſtone and gravel, 
for which they had taken lithontriptics of every kind, 
for years together. I have found, on examination of 
the urinary paſſage by à bougie, that an obſtruction 
in the urethra, from a venereal injury fiftcen or twenty 
- years before, was the ſource of all their miſery ; and to 
which neither they, not their phyſicians, had. at- 
tended. They are now reſtored to health and j Joy. 
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TI have not been able to diſcover why , 
Dr. Aſtruc prefers the leaden baugies to 
the common ſort, or why he repreſents the 
laſt, of which we all know ſo much good, | 
as ineffectual. r . 

I cannot leave the bel of bene 
without mentioning a caſe 1 lately met 
with, of a kind of impotence ariſing from 
a. ſtricture very near the glans penis; 
where it occurred to me, that an obſtruc- 
tion ſo near the point might, on attempt- 
ing coition, affect the ſeminal veſicles fo 
ſenſibly as always to occaſion the ſemen 
being thrown off, ante veſtibulym orci : 2 
and ſo it was in fact; for, by the uſe of | 
the bougies, the obſtruction , was | ſpeedily 
removed. I was told by my patients 
wife, that 1 had been of great ſervice, 
and that, if her huſband had applied t to 
me booner, be e might have — — cured 


© a2 + 


this time. 
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ee ales. 


UCH has been written bit ve- 
nereal buboes, enough to con- 

found even thoſe who are not beginners, 
The following facts concerning them are 
true, and may 1 hope be uſeful to explain 


the difficulties that occur on chis bert of 


the ſubject. 


: 


tient! is generally oppreſſed about the pr, 
cordia; which does not, I thibk, happen 


in any degree of compgriſon, under any 
other circumftance of the pox. As ſoon 


Dae 
0 the matter x9, off, the patient" is 


IFalidut a | aging (yet! where: they 5 


not appeared, till after the venereal courſe 
has 


Buboes appear fingly, as s well as accom 
| panied wich other venereal | roptoms, 
Before they come to maturity, the 755 


A. *o3 


te 
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has been thayght complete) unleſs indeed 


they are aſſiſted by perſevering in that 
courſe," or by mercurial alteratives. 
The French practice of repelling by: 


boes, and. purging them off, I have not 
found to anſwer, though tried with the 


utmoſt care. Rubbing the mercurial 
ointment. on the bubo itſelf, ſeryes only 
to repel the diſcaſe into the habit, let the 
quantity rubbed on be ever ſo proper. 
Ulcers in the throat, or foul bones, are 
often the immediate conſequence. And 


here, once for all, I declare loudly againſt 


eyery mercurial application to the diſeaſed 
or ulcerated part, in every venereal caſe; 
till the general habit is thoroughly recti- 
fied by a proper courſe. ö 

Perhaps indeed there is one exception to 


this: rule, viz. where, in a freſh clap, the 


patient is threatened with\ a phymoſis 
during the inflammatory ſtage of the diſ- 
temper ; when the ointment, rubbed on 

4. . "Wo © — the 


- 


without torturing the edges with the knife, 


t 4 1 

the prepuce and glans penis, preſerves the 
part from ulcerations, until the running 
and regitnen have dave the diſcaſe a milder 


form. | 

If the bubo is not 55 its firſt appear- 
ance attended with conſiderable pain, its 
ſuppuration will advance flowly ; and 
therefore the patient ſhould not wait for 
it, but immediately ſet about his cure 
with mercurial ointment, and ſuffer the 
bubo to take its chance, yet uſing the ut- 
moſt caution not to let the ointment get 
near the bubo itſelf; otherwiſe he may in- 
creaſe his diſeaſe by a digeſtive regimen,. - 
and pive it time to ſpread by delaying _ 


the uſe of the ſpecific. The whole ſhould 


be allowed to ripen, before it 'is opened: 
Provided the blood be otherwiſe in a good 
ſtate, it will ſoon heal, and fill up, even | 
if opened only by a longitudinal inciſion, 


or Ne themby cauſtic applications. 


= 
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If the blood and juices be tainted with 
a ſcorbutic, ſcrophulous, or cancerous qua- 
-lity,* the ſore will not ſoon look kindly, 
whether treated in the way of any out- 


ward application, or of any internal courſe. 


In the ſcorbutic and ſcrophulous ſtate, 
-antiſcorbutics, ſtrengtheners, and open air, 
will mend the appearances and heal the 
ſores, if a ſufficient quantity of mercury 


has been likewiſe uſed. It is in the caſe 
of ſerophula chiefly, - that mercury does 
.moſt ; miſchief, notwithſtanding what the 
celebrated Ballonius ſays of its virtues in 
the ſtruma. | | 

I have; never met with any incurable 
; cancerous ' buboes. They have indeed 
often gone on for many months; but they 
have always diſappeared, as the habit 


K mended. 


] have often lamented that there was not a law 


- prohibiting marriage among ſcrophulous, maniac, and 
_ cancerous conſtitutions, as well as againſt wedlock 
before puberty. 
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mended:* Of late years at leaſt, opium 
given inwardly, and preparations of hem- 
lock both outwardly and inwardly admi- 
niſtered, have, with the aſſiſtance of coun- 
try air and a heartier diet, hardly ever 
failed to promote a digeſtion, and effect 
2 cure in a reaſonable time. To fay the 
truth, I have, in many caſes where 1 
could give no relief by other means, ex- 
perienced ſuch frequent good effects of 
Storck's hemlock, and aconite medicines, 
as convince me, that there has been ſome 
want of candour in crying them down fo 
ſtrongly without fairer trials. I have, 
for ſome years paſt, given above ten 
pound weight of the extract of cicuta 
annually, in which time, it is certain 
When buboes have not been well managed, or 
are opened by art, or break before the venereal hard- 
neſs is melted down into pus, they become ſpurious. 
In ſuch caſes, mercury in any ſhape, or even applied 
to the part, will not diſſolve the hardneſs; but I have 


ſeen them give way in a few days to decoction of ſas- 
ſaparilla, a quart a day. 


1 
Ihave both frequently ſucceeded, and 
frequently failed. I have failed 'how» 


ever ſeldomer in mending the face of ca- 


cotthic: ſores, than in any other circum» 


5. 
- gw 7 . 
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| SECTION Xr. 
Of chaneres. 


HERE there is not venereal virus 
| ſufficient to produce - any other 
ne but a chancre on the præputium, 
or glans penis, I conſider the caſe as the 
moſt ſimple ſpecies of pox, but yet hard- 
ly ever, perhaps I ſhould ſay never, to 
be cured: radically, without a mercurial 


courſe. A plentiful. diſcharge, from the 


chancre, promoted by emollient and de- 
tergent applications, if not of the mereu- 
rial kind, will, no doubt, forward the | 


cure conſiderably: but I am forced to 


* from Dr. Boerhaave and others, 
K 2 when 


1 11 

when they ſuppoſe the appearance in 
queſtion to be a local complaint only, and 
ſuch as may be cured by external applica» 
tions. Let it be added, that every mer- 
curial application to the chancre . itſelf, 
whether in the ſhape of ointment, or of 
mercury in ſolutis principiis, as the che- 
miſts affect to call it, will for the moſt 
part only hide the diſeaſe, or drive it to 
the inguinal and axillary glands, to the 


tonſils, or even to the bones themſelves, 
unleſs a complete antivenereal- oourſe be 
purſued ; and yet nothing is more com- 


mon than drefling the chancre with every 


ſpecies of mereurial - dreſſings.” Nor is 8 
any practice more uſual than the putting 


ſueh a patient on a courſe of purgatives 
with mercurials intermixed; which mes 


thod often produces a running from the 


utethta, and tranſlates- the chancre to its 
internal ſurface. No ſooner is this effect. 
ed, than it paſſes for a gleet only, and 

i | the 


/ 
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the chancre is forgot; turpentines and 

other balſamics are preſcribed, the run- 
ning ſtops, and the ſurgeon, who acts on 
ſuch a plan, takes his leave. Obſerve 
the conſequence: On, the firſt debauch, 
or violent exerciſe, the gleet returns ; and 
if the unhappy patient has been again 
living at large, the running is conſidered 
as a freſh infection; at beſt he is put on a 
purging courſe for twenty or thirty days, 
without any change on the colour of the 
diſcharge, or diminution in its quantity; 
and after ſix weeks it is referred to a for- 
mer taint, and the ſame cruel game is 
played with the conſtitution, which with- | 
out the ſtrength of a Hercules, the pa- 
tience of a Job, and the aſſiſtance of a 
maſter in the profeſſion, ends in an incu- 
fable -gleet, or leaves the urethra in a 
chancrous ſtate, full of ſtrictures and. car» 


noſities, 


SE C- 


$ECTION XII. 


Of achen boch ee « } 
AFTER What has been already aid 
on the nature of venereal infection, 
and the method of treating it in the cir- 
cumſtances abeve ſtated, it will gene- 
rally de underſtood how to apply the 
doctrine to all the other appearances of 
the diſeaſe, however multiplied, But let 
it de ſtill remembered, that the more nu- 
merous the marks of infection are, the 
more neceſſury it will be to attend to the 
ä quality of the conſtitution, to the quantity 
of mercury el and che regimen 
adapted to both.” ; FINES 
It will naturally be 4 b Does 
the whole cure then 'confiſt in uſing 4 
proper quantity of mercurial ointment; 
with a proper attention to thoſe few 
cireumſtances? 1 anſwer, that, where 
| the 


ny 


the buds is otherwiſe in perfed: health, 


it generally does; not elſe. For exam- 


ple, a man catches the diſeaſe after a 


long ſea voyage, or a ſevere campaign: 
in this caſe, though perhaps to outward 
appearance all looks well, the blood is 


yet often ſo much diſtempered, that the 


ſymptoms ſoon grow uhtoward, or ſhow 
themſelves obſtinate, and the patient is 
broke down, before you are aware. Or 


ſuppoſe he has got a clap only; the heat 


of urine continues beyond ge uſual period, 
the erections are frequent! intolerable, 


the cordee remains for weeks together, 


eroſions behind the glans penis make their 
appearance, and this fo equivocal that 
you can ſcarce ſay to what degree the 
infection is advanced, and neither pur- 
ging nor mereurials are effectual, {6 as 


greatly to perplex the patient, and per- 


* not a little to — the phys. 


cian, 


4a 


It 
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n happens to be the pox, and the 
chancres cannot be brought to a kindly 
_ diſcharge, but on the contrary ſpread and 
inflame, the bubo will neither ſuppurate, 
nor can it be healed ;: and if the diſeaſe by 
neglect, or by the malignity of the in- 
fection, becomes more complicated, and 
leſs governable, the uſual treatment fails. 
The fame thing takes place, to a greater or 
leſs degree, in a ſcrophulous or cancerous 
habit, and produces almoſt inſuperable 
difficulties, unleſs the patient is fortunate 
enough to fall into the hands of a man of 
medical learning, or large experience, who 
knows how to reſtore the blood to a bal- 
-famic ſtate, and thereby to diſentangle the 
infection from the habit with efficacy, cer- 
- tainty, and ſpeed. | 
To promote ſuch a ſtate of the juices, 
was probably the cauſe of introducing 
the uſe of diet drinks, almoſt as ſoon as 
this malady was known ; and in countries 
where 


” Jean 1 


where the perſpiration is exceſſive, and the 


fluids are thin, the contagion was to be 
carried off by the balſamic or active qua- 
lities of thoſe drinks. | Er 
It will, I am afraid, be reckoned a 
kind of hereſy to maintain, that the 
guaiacum is of little or no virtue in the 
venereal diſeaſe. Volumes have been writ- 
ten to extol its powers. Dr. Boerhaave 
has rendered the name of Hutten immor- 
tal, by the manner in which he eſpouſes 
his method of giving it. True it is, he 
wrote in Holland, and, it may be. gene- 


rally preſumed, with a peculiar eye to 


Dutch conſtitutions, or phlegmatic ha- 
bits, in which this medicine might poſſi- 


bly ſucceed. Thus much however I can 
freely affirm, that I have given it, or ſeen 
it given, times without number, in al- 
molt all the ſtubborn ſymptoms of the 
. diſorder under conſideration, without the 
leaſt efficacy, unleſs in habits that were 

1 very 
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very phlegmatic indeed, or elſe greatly 
impoveriſhed, or laſtly where it has been 
combined with the ſarſaparilla. 
To what I have advanced elſewhere 
concerning the virtues of ſarſaparilla I 
would only add here, that J have not ſince 
the year 1753, when I firſt gave it in 
ſtrong decoctions, found any reaſon to re- 
tract the leaſt part of what I then aſſerted; 
excepting only in the caſe of a few cance- 
rous buboes, which will not, I believe, 
give way on a ſudden to any method 
hitherto diſcovered,* but which, I know, 
| may 
-* Since the above was written, M'Donald, a cen- 
tinel in the third regiment of faot-guards, had a 
truly cancerous bubo, that extended above a foot in 
diameter on the abdominal muſcles, for which every 
thing was tried in vain, where the diſcharge and pain 
had reduced the patient almoſt to a ſkeletan. It occur- 
red to me, that lemon juice might poſſibly be uſeful: 
I ordered him half a dozen of lemons, or upwards, in a 
day, which he devoured with the ſame eagerneſs as if 
they had been apples. He had not done this for three 


days together, when all his pains ceaſed, the ſores 
g bn yielded 


Ls 1 


may be gradually ſubdued, either by freſh 
air, fuller diet, abſtitience from mercurials, 
or by hemlock applied outwardly, or 
given inwardly, whether with or without 
opiates. My aſſertion in the Medical 
Effays of London, vol. 1ſt,“ was; That 
© every caſe truly venereal is manageable 
by mercury; or by ſarſa combined with 
mercury. 

2 


yielded the whiteſt and mildeſt matter, ahd contracted 
beyond belief, ſo as to heal in two or three weeks. 
Since that time I have never ſeen any difficulty in 

healing the moſt obſtinate bubo, where there was pain, 


ragged edges, or canceròus appearances, Provided a 
proper quantity of mercury. had been previouſly ap- 
plied; nor any inconvenience from mercurial medi- 
eines, where (I will call it) the ſcorbutic habit ha 
been rectified by the lemon- juice. My experienced 
and judicious friend Mr. Wollaſton, ſurgeon to the 
third regiment of foot-guards, has ever ſince, both 
in private and public, practiſed this method wich oe 
ceſs. The neceffity of this note will appear from 
important obſervations on the ſubject, in the ” 
volume of the Medical Tranſactions of London, page 
33 et infra, 9 a 
bd See the Appendix. 
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As to decoctions of bardana and meze- 
reon roots, the herbs ſaponaria, lobelia, 
&c. which have been cried up by diffe- 
rent writers, my experience of their 


powers has been too ſmall to enable me to 


pronounce with certainty, but quite ſuf- 
ficient to incline me to ſpeak Oy. 
concerning them. 


SEC T1008; 
Neceſſary remarks on the diſeaſe... | 


2 venereal diſeaſe differs from 
moſt others in this reſpect, that it 


has no perfect criſis, except in its ſim- 


pleſt ſpecies. 


It is always in a progreſſive ſtate, grow- 


ing worſe every hour, and recoiling with 


double force, if the cure be interrupted 
by irregularity of any kind, or it you give 


over the antivenereal regimen before the 


complaint 3 is fairly A * 
It 


1. 7 2 

It differs in its quality from itſelf, as 
much as the confluent ſmall pox — 
from the moſt diſtinct ſort. | 
In its moſt inflammatory ſtate, the an- 
tidote may be applied ſa# injudiciouſly as 
to throw it much deeper into the habit, 
that it would advance in equal time, if 
left to the treatment uſual in other inflam- 
matory diſeaſes. | 
The conftitation is able to throw! off a 
conſiderable portion of the infectious mat- 
ter by the urethra in a gonorrhea, and by 
the ſuppuration of a bubo in a confirmed 
pox, with much more eaſe than by pur- 
ging in the clap, or by a mercurial courſe 
ſingly in the pox. In the laſt however; 
as we hinted before, ſuch a diſcharge 
alone we have never found ſufficient, 
though: we have 8 made hg ex- 

periment. Ning! 
It falls out but 8 that the dif: 
ak in our days affects the. viſcera with 
5 ſuch 
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ſuch obſtructions as it produced at its firſt 
appearance, when the gonorrhea had not 
yet ſhewed itſelf, and the uſe of mercury 
was leſs underſtood. This indeed I have 
met with in three or four caſes, where 
the antivenereal plan only had power to 
remove the evil. 


I am informed that the Afiatics cure 


many dropſies, and obſtructed viſcera, by 


anointing the hepatic region with mercu- 


rial ointment. The obſtructions ſo cured 
have been probably owing to a venereal 


cauſe, I have failed in two or three in- 


ſtances where the trial was made very 
faithfully, but where I had no reaſon to 
believe that there was any thing venereal 
in the habit. 
| Antiſcorbutic and tonic nn 
oranges, lemons, and vegetables, particu - 
larly the hemlock and bark, muſt pave 
the way to the cure of this diſorder, if 
you wiſh that cure to be expeditious and 
laſting, 


1.789 J 
laſting, in the caſe of ſeorbutic or ſerophu- 
lous conſtitutions, where venereal com- 
plaints are always peculiarly dangerous. 

It is a declaration due to truth, that 
I have not, in any preparation of mercury 
uſed by injection, found either a certain 
preventive, or a certain cure, of any ve- 
nereal taint, at any feaſon from or before 
coition to the moſt complete virulent 
gonorrhea, notwithſtanding the boaſted 
powers. of noſtrums which Fallopius, 
Muſitanus, F, Hoffman, and many pro- 
found connoiſſeurs, and I will add, un- 
principled impoſtors in this metropolis, fo 
confidently recommend. s 

Certain it is that I have formerly 
brought a pox on ſeveral, by attempting 
a cure with injections of calomel, mercu- 
rial ointment diſſolved with the yolk of 
an egg and injected, mercurial ointmen 
introduced into the urethra, the famed 
ſolution of mercury with gum ammoniac, 

| diluted 


—_—— — 
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diluted aqua phagædenica, and Van Swie- 
ten's aqua antivenerea, 6c, * | 

Mufitanus indeed goes ſo far as to 
affirm, that he has known a thouſand claps 
cured by an injection of calomel. We 
have ſeen many obſtinate gleets cured 'by 
it, at the end of a proper courſe ;- but 
muſt repeat, that we have brought the pox 
on ſeveral people in the clap, by means of 
this medicine, when we uſed it in, the be- 
ginning of a gonorrhcea virulenta. 
Fi. Hoffman has aſſerted the ſame thing 
with the prieſt ; but neither of their au- 
thorities can weigh- againſt day: obſerva- 
tion, 

* Notwithſtanding the bold affeverations of our 
modern injection-mongers, I am convinced, by every 
new day's experience, of the many miſchiefs ariſing. 
from ſtopping runnings in recent claps by injections. 
A man of honour and veracity has within theſe few 
days aſſured me, that fifty of his acquaintances, be- 


ſides himſelf, have been poxed lately by the injections 
of one ſurgeon in this town. | 


= | 8 EC 
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SECTION XIV. 

nas 0A * MN. 

THAT pains have not been taken 
to find out an application, or in- 
E that will, either ante aut poſt 
_ coitum, prevent venereal infection? Fal- 
" lopius, Muſitanus, and others, have given 
us preſcriptions, of whoſe efficacy they 


ſeem to entertain no doubt. 


- 


© To me, I confeſs, the ſubtilty of this 
poiſon appears too like that of electrical 


fre to be prevented. It is well for the 


| burr race that it can be cured. 


I knew a young man, whoſe blood wad 
digit to be loaded with mercury in a 
great quantity by inunction for a pocky 
taint. As ſoon as his cure was completed, 
he lay with a woman who infected every 
body elſe, but he eſcaped. In this caſe, 


1 * the quantity of mercræy in the 


M habit 


1 
habit overbalanced the quantity of diſeaſe, 
and acted as a prophylactic: mais le jeu 
* ne vaut pas la chandelle - 

Forſan hydrargyrum. in oleo nba 
.* yel vegetabili cocto ſolutum, et virgæ 
: ante coitum bene inunctum, ad ped 
2 « laxin ieren e 

; s ECT LON XV. 

Of mercury and its preparations, 
YOON. after the venereal diſtemper 
had made its appearance in our he- 
miſphere, it was diſcovered, that medi- 
cines of the common ſort neither checked 
is progreſs, nor accompliſhed its cure. 
Some of the ſymptoms reſembling ſo 
nearly thoſe obſtinate diſeaſes where mer- 
curial medicines. alone had been, found 
effectual, probably led our forefathers tp 
try 1 their efficacy, in. this, notwithſtanding 
n eee bad aner which they 


at- 
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Vooks that treat of venereal diſeaſes. 


6 
irtempted to correct by che addition of 


other ingredients. The malignity and 
ſpread of the diſcaſe ſoon brought it into 


x general uſe, 


. ho has not Beard of tlie Sagas 
art of mercury from a fluid into a ſo- 
lid, from a volatile i into a fixed ſtate, from 
a nd into an acrid quality, and from its 
own colour into almoſt all colours ? The 
chemiſts, or the alchemiſts, can tell you 
How all this happens, and lover-like are 


I Adelſt of what has g given them molt | trou- 
16 chem 1 refer the curious enqui- | 


rer, meaning only to lay before m my reader 


s few facts concerning meren and its 


Preparations, that may claim ſome aten 


tion from thoſe who have the care e of ve- 
nercal caſes, | 

And firſt, as to its ores z te virtues 
of theſe do not by any means correſpond 
with what has been faid of them in moſt 


S —- 
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For native cinnabars are, in their effects 
on the body, either fettered on the one 
hand by their combination with ſulphur, 
or dangerous on the other by effluvia from 
the arſenical part of them. I have twice 
ſeen a conſiderable ſalivation raiſed by gi- 
ving native cinnabar inwardly. The miſ- 


chiefs occaſioned by fumigations, where 
the lungs are weak, or ſubject to aſthmas, 
hæmorrhages, &c. are well known. The 
diſappointments I have met with from 
the uſe of. the factitious, or antimonial 
kinds, both given inwardly, and outwardly 
applied, correſpond exactly with the expe- 
rience of Dr. Aſtruc on this head. But 
I feel very little diſpoſition to try powers 
which are at beſt equivocal, where we 
have certain ones at hand. I mean, that 
their application repreſſes, or at beſt oply 
tranſlates the complaints for which they 

are uſed, rather than extirpates them. 
2 quicklilver, when ſtrained .through, 
leather, 


* — — o — 
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leather, leaves no dregs behind, or diſtilled: 
with, quick-lime comes out. in the ſame, 
quantity as when put into the veſſel, it 
is then fit for every uſe,, whether out- 


wardly applied or inwardly adminiſtered, 


as well as for all the preparations into 
which chemiſts have tortured it. ; 
In the. courſe of experiments recorded, 
by Engliſh writers, it appears, that large 
quantities | of quickſilver, even to the 
. of ſixteen pound weight, ⸗ have 
L been 


Having accidentally heard my friend William 
Fiſher, Eſq. of Camberwell, in Surry, mention two 
caſes, and conſiſtent with his knowledge, very extra- 
ordinary both' for the quantity of crude - mercury 
taken inwardly, and its effects; I have added a copy 
of a letter which he has favoured mie with on * 
. Tow ng v. 

* Comberwel, beni 3 2 


r LAS. 


- 


« IN conſequence of your requeſt, I ſend you 
<< an account of two gentlemen of my acquaintance, 
«© who each of them told me they had taken above 
„ one hundred pounds l of crude mercury 

« W, 


Rags — 
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been ſwallowtd by one patient, without 
producing any remarkable phænomena 


10 W. Moſes, whoſe letter is e page 1 5B, in 
Pr. Dover's Legaty, is one of them: and he told 
© me he never walked'one mile without ſitting down 
< before he took quickſilver; and that, after taking, 
& three hundred and ſixty-five ounces in ſo many days, 
4 he walked to Batſor's coffee-Houfe from Gtetnwith, 
ti to tell Dr. Dover how well he was, and after drinking 
e a diſhof chocolate he walked back again; and that he 
00 has had a quantity come from him after he had not 
e taken any for ſu montlis. The above Was à licu- 
©. tenant in the navy, and chen about forty- ſix years 
« old when he told me the tale, and ſomething 
© ſhort-breathed : he thought he could not have lived, 
« if he had not taken the abo ye. 

1 The other waea gentleman pf. Pitney, extremely 
t afflicted with, the rheumatiſm, laid up almoſt all. 
« winter: for years; and when he told me, which was 
in April, (thirty-five years fince) he ſaid his prae- 
« tice was, laſt winter, to ſhoot ; and when wet to the 
<« ſkin, he went to the club after he came home, and 
<« found no kurt from fieting till his „ 
<« on his back. 
_* I ſincerely believe boch i hy d 


. 


Pear Sir, * OE | 
40 Yours, &c. 
« W, FISHER.” 


W 
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in that caſe, or indeed in any other; un- 
Jeſs, when a part of it happened to be diſ- 
ſolved by the ſaliva, or gaſtric juices, and 


thereby lodged for ſome time in the prime 


vie, where it produced the common effect 
of increaſing the ſalivary ſecretions, in 
proportion to the quantity diſſolved, or 
to the ſtate of the paticnt's juices at the 
time of giving it. In theſe inſtances 
it correſponds with mercury diſſolved in 
honey, turpentine, &c. as in the pil. Bar- 
baroſſ. de Belloſt, pil. mercurial. Pharm. 
Lond, &c. at the worſt producing ſymp» 
toms. very manageable in general, and 
effects more or leſs beneficial n 
to ciroumſtances. | | 
As to the effects of crude mercury in 
this diſeaſe, diſſolved with turpentines, 
or otherwiſe - combined with alexiphar- 
mics, diuretics, purgatives, &c. I would 
not abſolutely ſay, that the pocky infec- 
tjon is always 409, great for ſuch medicines 


to 
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to take place: but ſo long as yon remain 
Ignorant in what proportion the mercurial 
medicine has entered the lacteal veſſels, 
and what points it has carried, you can- 
not tell how to aſcertain the doſe, or 
ſecure the patient againſt a * ; Vn 
% in pocky caſes. 
The fame objection, though not in the 
ſame degree, lies againſt truſting to its 
effect in plaſters: for, on the firſt appear- 
ance of the diſeaſe, much was done by 
them both in their fimple and complicated 
forms, provided they were perſevered in 
long enough to lodge a ſufficient quantity. 
He muſt be a man of very little obſer- 
vation indeed, who has not ſeen the mĩſ- 
chiefs arifing from mercurial plaſters - 
plied to bubbes, and other venereal tu- 
mours, by . them back into a 
habit "35 3 auα⁰,uid atm 
Let u us now fee what! is affected by wo 


or 
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or crude mercury rubbed into an ointment 
with an equal quantity of hogs-lard. 

In the virulent gonorrhœa, mercurial 
ointment having been rubbed on the 
groins in juſt proportions, ſuppoſe to the 
quantity of an ounce or more at due in- 
tervals (purgative medicines being inter - 
mixed at proper diſtances); the diſcharge 
generally changes from a green or yel- 
low colour to one whiter, and more 
reſembling the ſemen, or to one of a 
yellow tinge in the middle of the ſpeck; 
or elſe it becomes more ropy, and leſs 
like melted tallow, diminiſhing at the 
ſame time in quantity. But where the 
gonorrhea has been of ſuch long ſtand - 
ing as to have produced carnoſities or 
ſtrictures. in the urethra, no inunction will 
be ſufficient without a local treatment. 
When the diſcaſe ſhews itſelf with 
pocky ſymptoms, as chancres, buboes, 
puſtules, &c. and you rub. on a due: 
| | N i pro- 
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proportion of this ointment, accompa- 
nied with a ſuitable regimen, what are 
the effects? Sometimes a plentiful ſpit- 
ting, with its attendants, and a cure; 
ſometimes plentiful ſweating, and a cure; 
at other times no ſenſible evacuation, or 
change on the body, and yet a cure, 
equally agreeable and permanent; except 
in ſome few caſes, which are conquered af- 
terwards by diet drinks, ſmall doſes of pil. 
argent. vivi, or light mercurial frictions. | 

I allow that the | diminution of the 
ſymptoms is not always apparent, how- 
ever properly the courſe may have been 
purſued, and that thirty or even forty 
drachms of the ſtrong mercurial ' ointment 
will not always remove the ſymptoms of 
the diſeaſe. Continue, in that caſe, to rub a 
few times more, and a larger quantity at a 
time; and what enſues? As if the artillery 
had not been heavy enough before, by thus 
increaſing” its weight you make a breach 

b at 
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at laſt, and the diſeaſe is taken by ſtorm ; 
frequently, as was ſaid above, without ſali- 
vation, ſweating, a greater diureſis, or any 


diſagreeable conſequence whatever; and 


\ 


generally too without any ſeverity of regi - 


men, even in open air, I would not be 
underſtood to mean, that the inunctions 
are, in this event, to be left off immedi- 
ately. On the contrary, it ſhould be a 


general rule to continue them for a ſhorter 


or longer time, according to the degree of 


ſtubbornneſs which has attended the ſymp» 


toms; as it is certain that, without ſuch 
precaution, there may be a danger of their 
returning. ; 

The two oldeſt and moſt experienced 
ſurgeons in the treatment of venereal com- 


plaints, that I am acquainted with, have | 


both aſſured me, that a very great part of 
the miſchief done by this diſeaſe in Eng- 
land, ſeemed to have ariſen from want of 


\ 
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attention to the Proper quantity of mer- 

* neceſſary for its abſolute extinction. 
In relation to this quantity, hear the 

opinion of two celebrated judges among 

foreigners. It is difficult,” ſays Aſtruc, & 

« to aſſert, -4 priori, what quantity of 


* mercury will, in the whole, be neceſ- 
* fary to cure the diſtemper completely 3 


„ fince that depends upon the age, ſex, 
% and temperament of the patient; the 


re malignity, degree, and inveteracy of the 


* infection; the number, uſe, and im- 


| =. ottitics of the parts affected. It 


„ muſt be judged of à poſteriori, from 
« the abatement and ceaſing of the 


2 ſymptoms; but it. is found by repeated 
* obſervations, that commonly not leſs 


«+ than two ounces of the ſtrong mercu- 
rial ointment is ſufficient, and not more 
* . than three or four ounces , Sf 


= Aſtruc, lib. iv. cap. 7. p. 272. ed. paril. 1740, 4to. 
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The other writer, Septalius, who had 
the care of the great hoſpital of Broglio 
at Milan, for forty years together, where 
by his account he cured of the venereal 
diſeaſe near one thouſand patients yearly, 
ſays, - « That- for completing one cure 
« there ought to be uſed, at repeated 
% inunctions, three or four ounces of 
1 quickſilver; and that the infection 
% ſhould not be carried off by purga- 
e tives, unleſs in caſes of the utmoſt 
1 neceſſity. It is the advice of this ex- 
perienoed phyſician, either not to uſe 
mercurials at all, or to uſe them in 
a quantity ſufficient to enſure ſucceſs; 
4 fince by too ſparing an application of 
* them the morbid matter is ſet in mo- 
« tion; and the ſymptoms being only di- 
« miĩniſhed, not removed, unleſs perhaps 
« to the nobler mom the patient is left, 
| | «© un- 


; , Septali Animad. lib. vii. 3 
1 14. lib. vii. § 218. 
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« uncured and diſappointed, to ag out . 
«© miſerable life. 9 
I queſtion whether any omiſſion in the 
practice of phyſic hurts ſo deeply the 5 
health of the riſing generation, as that | 
juſt now mentioned. Let me call upon : | 
the; young and ingenuous practitioners of 
the: healing art, as they value the honour 


of their profeſſion, and the welfare of 


their fellow creatures, not to neglect this 
counſel from one who has been uſing 
mercury near thirty years, for almoſt as 
many venereal patients as Septalius, him- 
lf. -:.- Y F 

I cannot reſtrain myſelf from obſerving 
here, how faſhionable it is become with | 
many to deſpiſe old writers,. and to de- | 

preciate as. obſolete every obſervation, 
how uſeful  ſoever in practice, that has 
| not been made in our more enlightened © 
days: but, certainly, he who has eſta- 
bliſhed I tryeſt principles of cure de- 
- | ſerves 
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ſerves the greateſt eſteem, and the cloſeſt 
attention, at whatever period he wrote. 

With regard to the compoſition of the 
ointment, I would always recommend 
equal proportions of lard and quickſilver; 
the inunction with a drachm or two, at 
moſt, being with difficulty rubbed on to 
dryneſs, without leaving the thighs too 
long expoſed to the air; as on the other 
hand a quantity of mercury ſufficient to 
extinguiſh the infection, is not eafily rub- 
bed on, if the proportion of lard to quick- 
filver be double. 1 
When the patient's ſkin is eaſily fret- 
ted, the ointment ſhould be prepared with 
as ſmall a quantity of turpentine as poſſi- 
ble; by which means he is ſaved an erup- 
tion of angry puſtules, that often obſtruct 
the anointing of thoſe parts where it can 
be done moſt completely, namely, the 
thighs,” and the inſide of them eſpecially. 
When ſuch puſtules are troubleſome, the 
11 oint- 


18 
eintment muſt. be applied on the out- 
ſides, till the inſides of the W have 
recoyered, 
By the way, one is 8 to ſmile at 
the common manner of applying the mer- 
eurial ointment, firſt on the feet, then 
en the legs, then on the thighs, then on 
the arms, ſhoulders, and trunk of the 
body; as if there were magic in the pro- 
eels; and the doctor were a conjurer. 
Surely the ointment rubbed upon the 
thighs, which can be defended from cold 
in winter by flannel drawers, and in ſum- 
mer by 2 linen ones, worn during 
che whole time of the inunction, and 
where it can be applied without any in- 
conveniency, is as well or better calcu- 
lated to convey the mercury into the 
blood, though a not * up che 1 * 
of e 
Too Jerks a” eder mould not be 


. ade t once. The unguentum cœru - 
- leum 


= . ; : : 
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jeum fortius, of the London Pharinaco: 
| Picea, ſhould be expunged ; as ineffectual, 
in 7 conſiderable degree, for the cure 
"bf the venereal diſeaſe ; © the balſam of 
ſulphur, with Which the mercury is com- 
bined, probably deſtroying g its $ efficacy; 
at leaſt I have found It-1o. 

If any conſiderable quantity of the FA 
ment 1s prepared at once, it ſhould” be 
Atirred up from the bottom of the” pot 
every time it is uſed, "that the” whe ole may 
be Equally Hong.” ns, : 2 
W not an | uncommon practice to 
anoint the Joints with the mercury. 1 Have 
heard peöple, Who Have been ſo treated, 
complain of Seat coldneſs i in them after- 
Wards. Surely it is more probable that 
an abſotption of the mercury on the 
tendinous or netvdus parts of our frame 
mould produce uch ymptoms, fince, 
we are told that artificers, ⁴ the Wik 


1 * 
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ers of mercurial mines, are ſubject 0 


955 ap the fleſhy parts of the thighs. 5 7 

1 I pretend not ta decide whether the 

lard's becoming attenuated by age is an 

advantage or no. Septalius touches on 

theſe two laſt particulars. 3 
The following iets deſerve the notice 

of every Surgeon, and are dot e 
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kpo, 15 ag 

Rob, -Jirtle, ſuppoſe [ck than 4 . 

at a a "time, of mercurial ointment upon a 
chancre, a beginning bubo, or phymoſis, 
325 repeat it daily for three or four times ; ; 
and; 15 will remove the appearance of diſ- 
eaſe f from. the part, and drive it into the 
conſtitution... perhaps ppon - the -bones, 
probably ; int the throat, but always from 
the part... Every mercucial application to 

. a yenercal ſore, whether chancte ot bubo, 
is equally improper, till you have con- 
quered the infection. „ 
Rub to the _ quantity | of three, "ſaw, 

or 
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or five, and ſome few EIN more outices, | 
in proper doſes, upon any part of the 
| body, | except the part affected; and all 
the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, which de- 
ſerve. the name of venereal, will either 
diſappear, and never return, or elſe de ſo 
altered as to give way to diet drinks 
of ſirſa, or bardana, or perhaps of the 
plants faponaria and lobelia, or the roots 
of mezereon. Of the farfaparilla I ſpeak 
With certainty; of the others, the longer 
I live, I doubt the more. 

Again, rub a ſmall quantity of the 
mercurial ointment on any part of the 
body, in the caſe of a ſcrophulous or ſcor- 
butic habit, tainted at the ſame time with 
the pox ; and, in matiy inſtances, it will 
produce a violent falivation, that in ſpite 
of all forts of remedies ſhall run on 
for ſeveral weeks'; the patient- ſhall be 
much reduced. in his ſtrength, waſted in 
_ body, and remain tainted with the diſ- 
4 "uk 2 eaſe, 
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eaſe, notwithlanding the ſalivation has 
been ſo inordinate. Repeat the anointing, 
and the effect will be the ſame, though. in 
a leſs degree. 2 0 
But firſt correct this ſcorbutic diſpoſi- 
tion, then rub on the mercury, proceed 
to the length above mentioned, at proper 
intervals, and in proper quantities; and 
you, will generally, even without affect- 
ing the mouth, obtain- a a complete cure. 
Go. beyond this quantity, and, except 
in a few caſes, mercury , ſhall ſcem to 
have produced no further effect on the 
, ſymptoms. Here we may ſay with truth, 
that it has done both its beſt, and its 
worlt ; it has ſaved the conſtitution from 
being ruined by the diſeaſe, and it has 

changed a ſtrong into a weaker habit, 

F ormerly, phyſicians were exceeding 
ſolicitous to raiſe the falivation to the ut- 
moſt height, leſt they ſhould not be cer- 
tain of the cure without it. Of late, 
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they have been contented with ſweating, 
or plentiful diſcharges of urine. Now, 
many are ſatisfied if they uſe a given quan- 
. tity, whether it affects the ſalivary glands, 
or goes off either by perſpiratiqn or urine. 
I am diſpoſed to be of the laſt number, 
with this difference, that where there is a 
little ſoreneſs and heat in the gums, I 
ſhould expect a more ſpeedy cure, than 
where there is either none at all, or where 
there is a more copious ſalivation. 
have ſometimes gone ſo far as to think, 
chat mercury, by producing a ſort of 
fermentation in the juices, without load- 
ing too much the ſalivary. glands, or 
augmenting . their ſecretions conſiderably, 
Vas better for the conſtitution, than when, 
N by greatly tainting the ſaliva, it produced 
a putrid diatheſis, More experience has 
confirmed me in this idea, 

1 Upon the whole, I believe, that pur- 
F ging gently in the inflammatory ſtate, at 
| : the 


[bb 
he intervals already ſpecified, and inter- 
mixing crude* mercury internally, or ap- 
plying it externally in juſt quantities, as | 
ſoon as the ſymptoms of inflammation are 
abated; will cure a clap in all its ſtages ; 
and that mereurial ointment, uſed in the 
proportions above directed, will generally 
ſecute the conſtitution againſt the further 
progreſs of a confirmed pox, or at leaſt 
enable you to eradicate it by the aſſiſtance 
of other medicines before mentioned. 
„ hope that delicate patients will not 
| 3 be alarmed at ſuch a method of cure, 
When I ſhall have mentioned one fact, 
viz. that, in the courſe of near thirty n 
years practice, I have not been able to 
trace 'any laſting bad effects of mercury on 
thoſe who have uſed even the largeſt quan- 
tities of it, by inunction, in the caſe of 
conſtitutions otherwiſe healthy. 1 ſpeale 
not of Cothutte? ſerophulous, cancerous, 
Boy yet of paralytic _ where family 
infirmities 


1 
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infirmities *. moſt injurigudly, imputed | 


ty, mercury. - 

Compare now the. effects of mercujial 
| ointment juſt deſcribed, with thoſe of 
mercury in ores, but chiefly diſſolved with 
acids; in which I include the turpeths, 
corrolive ſublimate, or the latter dulcified 
| by. repeated. ſublimations, and mercurial 


precipitates. .Of ſome of theſe a quarter 


or half a grain, or even leſs, and that di- 
luted too, will produce anxieties, trem- 
blings, vomitings, hypercatharſes, con- 
vulſions, and ſometimes death ; at. beſt, 


falivations n nat to be reſtrained, for weeks, 
months, or even a longer period. I know, 


at this moment, an old patient of mine, 


who | has returns of the falivation, that . 
laſt for weeks together, accompanied with 3 


a braſſy taſte in his mouth, as if he way 
| under a courſe of mercury, though it is 
now above twelve years fince he has uſed 


£ 


ns in whatever ſhape. And, what is 
— | Ee perhaps 


-- * 


as 
| perhaps yet more to be dreaded, nd cure, 
or not a permanent one, will be accom- 
| plithed at laſt, though the ſalivation be 


tepeated. Vet ſome or all of theſe dread- 1 


ful conſequences muſt be hazarded, be⸗ 
cauſe a ſmaller quantity of mercuty in this 
way Is pretended to be ſufficient for 'the 
cure, and leſs deſtructive, as well as more 
delicate. The laſt part of the propoſition | 
J admit, but the other two I utterly deny. 
Were it right to give into theory, on a 
ſubject where we have facts ſufficient; it 
might perhaps be Laid of mercury acidu- 
lated in any way you will,” that even 
the ſalivation, with all its ſevere attend- 
ants, is not your ſecurity. Either the 
| ſores do not heal, or the ſymptoms do not. 
dfappear, perhaps indeed from the pa- ; 
tient's not being able to bear the ſeverity 
of the falivation, and the repeated effects 
of che mercury on the ſtomach or bowels ; 


An 


or Knally no cure takes place. 
e | „„ 
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"Os. : the prefent Pate of the pox. | 
TT: 5 is a queſtion that has been 8 
agitated, whether the diſeaſe of which 
we have been treating, is on the decline 
or not. "1. would anſwer it by aſking 
another queſtion, Is. the paſſion for plea- 


ſure on the decline ? h fa hc & A lr 
In fact, I believe that the diſeaſe i 1175 ae 


growing much more gener ral, while the 
treatment of it is ſtill | ſhramefully unequal. _ 

There has been an zra in its hiſtory, - 
when it became milder. I allude to the 


1 


7 Er appearance af the. genorrhœa. But 
too many ſurgeons "daily mut up that 
àvenue to relief, by a variety of injections 


mercurial, balſamic, and aſtringent. £ I 


| 1 


Leave their patients to bear witneſs with 
what woful effects; amongſt others, ſwelled 
teſticles, unhappy wives, and an half rot- 


ten pMerity. 


Pp Another 
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ee 5 ſource of the increaſe 
of this evil is the general ignorance with 
regard to the quantity of mercury requi- 
ſite, and to the manner of applying it, 


2 which changes totally the face and IT: | 


lity,of the complaint. 
A third moſt material circumſtance to 


be reckoned here is that of the grafts from | 


Africa, and both the Indies; where, the 
treatment being ſtill leſs underſtood, the 
diſeaſe has been ſuffered to lay deeper hold, 
and to produce more ſtubborn ſymptoms. 
The laſt cauſe that I ſhall mention, 
but not the leaſt, is the conſtitution of 
modern livers; where love of eaſe, love of 
Fleaſure, continual watching, and anxious 
gaming, have miſerably enervated the po- 
ſterity. of thoſe heroes who fought at 9 25 
court and Crely. N „ 


© 
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"HE reputation that 4 certain medi- 
cine has of late years abquired in 
Todos in "forte venereal ciſes, and in 
. which the ſarſaparilla i is ſuppoſed to be the 
Pftineipali ingredient; put me upon enquiring 
Among my friends if any experiments com 
"at era to verify fuch a con ee.” 
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BY þ t was in the cqurſc wi this enqugy n 
. Dr. Hunter favoured me with 'the hiſtory 
of a venereal caſe, attended with ill eondi- 
tioned ulcers in the groing wherein a ſtrong 
decoction Pad the ſarſa arilla root, taken to 
the © © uanbity ET 6 quart a day, and perkiſted 
in for ſome time,zhadreffeted a cure; when 
a mercurial courſe. and other things had 
TOO e 

For my own 1 7-5 I reſolved o 
proſecute this hint, and make a trial of 


2210 A * 


the ſarſapar rilla root 1 A be ber 7 ' Caſes, 


ſo as to diſcover if the ſucceſs of the above * 


mentioned remedy. in many, e 
krlx. where almoſt every, other medigine 
had failed, wis nor, chjely wing to. this | 
ingredient, - Nc 2004 I 2¹ allizegslae! 50d; doidey 


— e 


Theſe. erperigents, W their gape 


rr 


to the. 3 8 che rather, 25 1 canhot bus 
| fatter myſelf that I have now, made a ſuf- + 


ficient number of 5 10 enable me 
eee ebe ad: ni badttidog N 
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e Ann ho: ths. 
| ſarſaparilla with a: probability of ſucceſs; 
and ati the ſame time aſcertaining the 
virtdes of 5a! valuable medicine, hitherto 


much neglected, or little: underſtood; 


though it has been always ranked amlong: | 
the efficacious medicines in the 'venercat 


diſeaſe, by moſt authors who have alters 


on that We icht ge H page 
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about the 8 75 Auguſt 1751, Mrs: - 
Marshall, 2 erpenter's wife in Long - acre 
enplied to me fbr a complaint ſne had in 
ben breaſt where. I found li ipple auch! 
egticoded: byaa painful chancte, attended 
wich many enepal blotches all round:heo 
east. Upon examining: her throat I ö 


found foul ulders on both ſides 201 learned 5 | 


on; enquiry, that ;ſhe- had contraſted this 


Kk badnekling for aer days a neighte 
Be bour 83 
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1 
bour's child, whoſe mouth and lips were 

full of venereal chaneres 3 but ſhe at that 
time had no fuſpirian of: its having any 
venercal ſymptoms, or that ſhe could be 
infected by it. Her having no previous 


mack" of dhe diſeaſe, and her hufbend, 


who; cohabited; with her all the time, 
enjoying perfect bealth, had prevented bes 
hitherto from aſking advice; and then 'ſhe | 
did it principally on her child's account, 
which ſhe had ſuckled, who was at that 
time about ür months old, and who 
bad many blotches on its body, with 
urge ci about its anus. Not doubthig 


| lud contracted the diſeaſe, ſhe,” by my 
dice went to ode of the hoſpitals; 
where the | was ſulivated, and after fix 
Weeks Was diſmiſſed apparently in good 
- kealths| but in two montlis time ſhe 
bad 4 return of ker ſofe thebat, will 


dt aaditionil fymptoms of violent "pailty 


47 1 | | 
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any longer of the way in Which the 


t 1 
M over her head. In February 1751-2 
ſle applied to me again: a6 I found her 
throat well, and her breaſt had not the 
foul appearance as formerly, I hoped chat 
the pains in her head might proceed from 
a different cauſe, and might give way to 
nervous medicines, which were ordered 
her, but without effect. The ulcers in 
her throat becoming foul! again, I could 
no longer doubt of her being ſtill poxed: 
1 chen uſed fumigations of cinnabar to 
her throat, gave her preparations of an- 
tiagony, with the antiſcorbutics, ſtrong 
decoctions of guaiacum, and a ſmall pro- 
portion of ſaſſufras and ſarſaparilla; by 
which means the throat grew tolerably 
well, but the head- ache continued: not- 
withſtanding which the became pregnant 
in the ſummer 1752. Three months 
after, all her bad ſymptoms cerurned 
with more violence than ever, with pains 
about her palate and in her noſe, and che 


ulcers 


| m1 
ulcers fpread in her throat to the lt 


total loſs of the velum pendulum palati: 


I then applied mercurial plaſters to the 


throat ontwardly, gave her a decoction of 


7 guaiacum for her conſtant drink, and 
 calomel inwardly; but all to ſo little pur- 
poſe: that in the ſixth month I was 

obliged to dave recourſe to a mercurial 

friction, which I perſiſted in toi the 
day of her delivery; as in all that time 

I was able only to check the diſcaſe] 

not to cure it. In her lying in, the had 

ſevere. cholics and fits of looſeneſs, pro- 
bably the effects of the method ſhe 
bad purſued: During her laſt courſe, 
and after her lying in, beſides the out- 
ward and inward uſe of mercury, ſhe 
had-drank above-an hundred quarts of the 
decoction of guaiacum, ſtrong and weak 
together. In july 1753, I propoſed to 
her the decoction oſ ſarſaparilla: at that 
time her pains were ſo ſevere, that ſhe 
| ; 1 


3 
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nad not llept, for ſeveral months, an hour 
at a time; her body was. become a mere 
"ſkeleton ; the ulcers in her throat were fo 
nauſeous, and her palate was ſo decayed, 
that ſhe was become intolerable to berſelf, 
and greatly diſpirited. The night. after 

8 drinking the firſt bottle, ſhe ſlept ſeveral 
hours, and ſo continued to do every - 
night afterwards without interruption; 

in twenty days her head-aches and noc- : 

turnal pains entirely left her: in ſeven 
days more her throat was quite well; ſhe 
recovered her ſpeech ; and, by the uſe of 
thirty ſeven quarts of the decoction, ſhe 
was reſtored to perfect health, ſtrength, and 
ſpirits; her breaſts becoming plump and 
full, as uſual; and to the day of writing 
this (September 1754) ſhe ſtill enjoys an 
— ſtate of health. 


20 . | CASE 8 
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As E 1. 


That ſame ſummer, a watchmaketr of 
a ſcorbutic habit of body, with ſpungy 
gums, who had been ſalivated three dif- 
ferent times, and had uſed great variety 
of alteratives, and decoctions of guaiacum 
without meaſute, applied to me. He 
all that time had foul ſores in the tonſils, 
numberleſs blotches dry and moiſt on 
his body, and chancres on his penis, at- 
tended with a ſort of gleet: theſe were 
all his venereal ſymptoms. I put him 
upon the uſe of the decoction of ſarſa- 
parilla, to the quantity of à quart daily. 
After he had taken it fifty ſix days, all 
the ſymptoms left him; but the parts 
where the chancres had been, though 
ſkinned over, continued red, oozing at 
times a ſort of ichor. For theſe, and 
now and then a little fort of gleeting from 
8 W the 
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. 
the urethra, I have tried every thing I 
could think of, but all to little or no 
effect. Dr. Barry's alterative pills, com- 
poſed of turpeth mineral, pil. ex duobus, 
and camphire, have done n — 
ſervice. 7 


* 
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CASE III. 


* weeks RY this... a jeweller, KA 
Had contracted a clap, for which he had 
been unſucceſsfully, treated, applied to 
me, for a cure: when I ſaw him he 
| had chancres, and verrucæ mixed all 
round the corona glandis and behind it, 
but no, other _ venereal complaint. He 
_ drank about fifty bottles of the decoction 
of ſarſaparilla; but till he had rubbed on 
fix ounces of mercurial ointment, the 
chanctes were not entirely healed; the 
* laſt of which he uſed after he had omit- 
FE 
arte + See Medical Eſſays. 


of venereal warts, where the infection 
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ted the decoction ſome time: nay, the 
verrucæ till | remained; but were imme- 
diately removed by the common cauſtic. 
I would remark, by the bye, that in caſes 


ſeems to have been entirely ſubdued, the 
common cauſtic is the only application 


that I have uſed with certain ſucceſs. I 


would therefore recommend it as the moſt 
efficacious in ſuch caſes, It is worthy 
of notice, that warts are among the moſt 
obſtinate | fymptoms of the * venereal diſ- 


dase; that they require an inunction well 


followed out; that if, when the common 
cauſtic has eaten them down, they ſhoot 
again, the antivenereal regimen muſt, 
after a proper interval, be ON: or _ 

uy remain * 82 


As E It. 


Much about the ſame time, 4 0 | 
of the third - 9 a * guards, on 
whom 
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whom I had tried mercurial alteratives, 
and decoctions of guaiacum, after having 
firſt attempted a cure by 'a ſalivation, was 
put upon the decoction of ſarſaparilla. 
At the time he began to take it, he had ill 
digeſted buboes, chancres on his penis, 


foul ulcers in the tonſils and velum pen- 
dulum palati, as well as on the back part 
of the pharynx, and univerſal pains, He 
was unable to move his legs and arms, and 
had large black and mortified blotches 
und floughs, ſome of them as large ab 
a half crown piece, on his ſhoulders and 
back. By the uſe of this decoction for 


jtteen days, and two bleedings (Which 


ſome ſeveriſh- ſymptoms ſeemed to in- 

dicate) every one of the above complaints 
was removed, and he left the hoſpital” ap- 
parently cured : but whether it was ows 
lag to his not having ' perſiſted long 
enough in the uſe of it, or to ſome 
other cauſo, in two or three weeks he 
10 8 „„ 
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eame back to the hoſpital with a ſore 
throat, and+, complaining of his pains; 
when I put him a ſecond time on the ufe 
of the decoction: though his throat grew 
better ſoon, yet the pains did not entirely 
go off; ſometimes an arm, and at other 
times the leg and thigh, continuing in 
pain. During this ſecond trial he drank 
twenty-five bottles of the decoction. I 
then attempted the cure by mercurial 
pills, and a decoction of guaiacum, rub- 
bing in now and then ſome mercurial 
ointment; after which I ſent him to 
_ - country -quartefs, for the benefit of the” 
5 air: but this not anſwering, he returned 
to the hoſpital a third time, when his 
throat, and the back part of his pharynx, 
were much ulcerated ; he was greatly 
emaciated ; had a cough, night ſweats, 
and gummatous ſwellings on the top of 
his ſhoulder, and on the wriſts: he then 


took a box of an alterative mercurial 
* | .—pill 


1 
pill among other things, but all to no 
purpoſe; ſo that he repeated the de- 
coction of ſarſaparilla for the third time, 
and drank thirty nine bottles more; upon 
which his throat grew well; the pains 
and ſwellings were conſiderably dimi- 
niſhed, and indeed ſo far, that there were 
ſcarce any remains of either, but about 
his knees. Soon after this he was diſ- 
charged the regiment, being + reckoned 
unfit for the ſervice; and he returned to 
| his native-place, without giving the me- 
dicine a further trial, though he was 
preſſed to do it. I have often blamed 
myſelf for not proſecuting the experiment 
further, in ſo remarkable A caſe, where, 
upon every freſh. trial, the good effects 
| were ſo manifeſt, and, if longer perſiſted 
in, might have produced a complete: cure. 
Dr. Clephane and Dr., Pringle ſaw the 
progreſs of this patient's diſeaſe, both at 
the worſt, and when the ae did 
ſuch ſervice. 


when I put him under a courſe of the 


| ! 
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CASE 4 


* 


n n <ilon 


3 courſe for a chancre on the 
glans penis, applied to me for advice, ha- 
ving at that time violent pain over all 
his body, eſpecially ſuch head- aches and 
continual watchings as rendered his life 
intolerable: he was unable to ſtand up- 


right, or to have any of his limbs moved; 


ſarſaparilla decoction: the firſt bottle of it 


compoſed him to leep the whole night, 
though for three months' paſt he had not 


flept one hour at a time; and he was 
thereby ſo much relieved. from his pains, 
and incapacity to move, . that he ſoon was 


able to walk to me every day afterwards 
for his quart of decoction, and by thirty 
fix bottles of it was perfectly cured: he 
uſed no other medicine or application, 


1 
except- that during the courſe | ef the 
decoction he wore a flip of mereurial 
plaſter on the ſcar where the chancre had 


12200 


” 7 
«. 


. 


A widow lady, three months after her 
huſband's death, conſulted me about her 
health: ſhe complained of violent head- 
aches, which had for ſome months paſt 
prevented her reſt, and of ſome hard and | 


dry lumps which ſhe had perceived a few 
days before on the labia pudendi: her 
Whole body was covered with large hard 


ſpots or  blotches, of a browniſh red co- 


Hour, but not attended with ſcurf or ſcales, 


excepting two that were on her leg. From 


theſe ſymptoms, and the account ſhe give 
me of her huſband, I could not doubt of 


the nature of her diſeaſe: the ſcorbutic 


| Nee of her gums, and her delicate 


R habit 
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habit of body, determined me. to attempt 


the cure without a mercurial ſalivation, 
having for ſome years paſt obſerved the very 


bad effects it is apt to produce. on ſcor- 


butic habits, attended with ſpungy gums. 
By the uſe of forty bottles of the decoction, 
all the former ſymptoms left her, except 


the two large blotches on her leg: but ſhe 
then ſhewed me a chancre, large and hard, 
on the inſide of the nymphe, which ſhe 
had perceived only for two or three days, 
and which diſcharged matter plentifully : 
I was thereupon forced to have immediate 
recourſe to a mercurial friction, as the 
weak ſtate of her ſtomach forbad the in- 


ternal uſe of mercury. By perſiſting ſix 


Veeks in this courſe, though I could only 
tub in a little ointment at a time, and 
even that frequently at the hazard of her 

fainting away, ſhe recovered a- perſect 
ſtate of health, During the uſe, of the 

decoction (he abſtained both from wine 


[ m3 1 


. meat, yet her ſtrength - kept op wells - 


but in the mercurial courſe it was found 
neceſſary to allow her wine and fleſh! meats 
to 3 J „ 00610 
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ni- gal. 


In April laſt; : a ** lady Fro: the - 
country gave me the nn r * ; 


her caſe... ock " 
In the fourth month of 1590 n 
he had obſerved à number of little pim- 


ples break out on her face, which ſoun 
after grew ſcaly, increaſing every day in 

fize and hardneſs: in her fifth month, her 

ow) left her, ſne was tortured with moſt 


violent head-aches, and nocturnal pains 


in her bones, particularly in one of her 


legs, where the felt a hardneſs lying looſe 


under the ſkin, upon the ſhin. bone, of tha 
ze of a horſe bean: ſhe likewiſe became 

l wo dull of. hearing, but.. had no ſymp- 
2 R 2 "IR toms 


- 


LI 
ene of dhe diſeaſs about the pucendz. 
In the eighth month, ſhe was delivered of 


uwealkly child, which; as "the | expreſſed - 


it, was born without ſkin. The above 
named ſymptoms continued increaſing till 


the end of the ſecond month after her 


lying-in, at which time ſhe applied to me 
for advice: after purging her gently with 


falts and manna, I ga her the decoction 
in the uſual doſe; ; but as I durſt not, in 


ſuch à caſe, truſt entirely to it, war 
and then uſed the mereurial ointment, 


the quantity of half an e 
filver in the whole; and: by the end of 


the month all her complaints leſt her; 


except the Uultneſs ef hesring, whith ſill 


continues in ſome degree. bebe INGO 


This is the onby inſtunde in which 1 
confined any patient te their bed or flan- 
1 to a tick 3 ee GE the uſe 
ann the ee a were br quits 
eme | N removed 


„ 
removed by a few doſes of the ſarſapatilla 
I chould- likewiſe note, that I cut out the 
ſmall gummatous tumour with a: 5 
while ſhe was uſing the farfaparilla.” : - 


. 

bk wine-merchant's ſervant in the Strand 
had, for twelve months and upwards, 
chancres on his penis; for which he was 
Put under, and perffſted in, a mercurial 
burſe by unction for four moriths, the 
mercury Yeldom affecting his mouth to 
y "degree. As his being much abroad 
| expbſcd* him to catch frequent colds, he 
Vas ſelzed with" rheumatic pains” all fer 
him, which at firſt were alleviared by 102 
Petite bleedings, bur'grew 15 bad at lat; 
what he alnoſt entirely loſt the uſe 6f le 
Ribs, though he tried various medicines 
fot then. He continued in this ſtate "af 
we put Him on a decoction of farſaparilla ;+ 
| ' by 
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dy forty four bottles of which he recovered 


his former ſtate of health, without any 
conſinement or regimen; though he was 
often abroad, .expaſed to the cold and wet, 
during the time of his drinking the decoc- 
tion, which was in the month of No- 


277 
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vember. 


* * 
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* buboes r in his. groins, ith. 
out any other ſymptom of the pox, when 
he applied to me. As he was then under 
2 neceſſity of going abroad, I applied mer- 
cutial plaſters to his buboeg, and ſupplicd, 
him with aintment ſufficient to ſecure his 
health by repeated unctions. Finding his 
throat affected, he applied for advice when 
in Germany, but did not perſiſt in the 
mercurial unction; nes which neglect he 
Een Be f 55 returned 
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returned to London with a deep and fout 
ulcer in the back part of his throat. 
I - then anointed him regularly, and 
gave him ſtrong decoctions of guaiacum 
to the quantity of thirty bottles and up- 
wards; by which the ulcer in his throat 
was healed, and he was apparently well: 
ſix weeks after, he was ſeized with a deep- 
ſeated pain in his check bone, and a ſwell- 
ing upon it, which in fourteen days 
brought on ſickneſs, vomiting, a total 


loſs, of appetite, and night ſweats, which. 


- emaciated him greatly, I laid the bone 
of his cheek bare, and found that it was 
carious, but it had, no marks of being 
likely ſoon to exfoliate. I then put him 
on the decoction of ſarſaparilla, of which 


he drank forty bottles: in ſix days after 4 


he began the uſe of it, his appetite re- 
turned, his ſickneſs went off, his ſweats 
ceaſed, and by the end of the courſe he 
was become fleſhy, and as freſh coloured 

as 
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49 uſual ; ſome weeks after which, there 
came out an exfoliation of the fize of a 
filver groat, and of a conſiderable thick- 
nels, This perſon is now in perfect 
health. | | 


| . 

Mrs. Gordon in Chandos-ftreet, when 
ſhe applied to me, told me, that in her 
firſt huſband's time ſhe had ſores in her 
legs, which were ſuddenly dried up; 
and that ſhe found no bad conſequence _ 
from them, till ſhe had lived with her 
ſecond huſband four or five years, and had 
had two fine children by him, apparently 
very healthy; when ſhe was taken with 
violent pains in her head, noſe, and face, 
for which ſhe tried various medicines, . 
and among other courſes was falivated 
regularly, and afterwards uſed an appli- 
cation of. Mr. Plunkett's ; during which 

5 | courſes 
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courſes ſhe loſt the bones of. her noſe. 
She had likewiſe applied afterwards at an 
hoſpital for advice, where ſhe was put 
under a courſe of Dog and Duck water, 
and ſuch diet as was judged proper in 

caſes that ſeemed cancerous. When ſhe 
applied to me, I underſtood, by the hi- 
ſtory of her caſe, that it was a venereal 
one, contracted from her firſt huſband, but 
that it had appeared firſt in her head, 


and. never in .her pudenda: I put her 


upon a courſe of the ſarſaparilla, defiring 
her at the ſame time to waſh the ſores 
of her face with ſome of the decoction, 
and then to cover them with dry lint. 
Theſe fores had been of fix months 
ſtanding, when I ſaw her firſt; and the 
noſe not only was become quite flat, with 
a foul ſore upon it, but the frontal bone, 
the temporal bone, -the orbital bone of 
the right eye, and the upper maxillary 
bone, were bare in ſeveral places, When 

8 in 
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in this condition, Dr. Clephane viſited 
her with me, and Mr. John Hunter had 
ſeen her a few weeks before. By the uſe 
of the decoction for fifty days, inwardly 
and outwardly applied, as before men- 
tioned, all the ſores healed up, ſome of 
the bones threw off exfoliations, others of 
them covered over without any ſenſible 
exfoliation, and ſhe recovered her health 
perfectly, with only the loſs of the 
bones of her noſe, and a few ſcars on 
her face. 


CASE XI. 


Jameſon, a ſoldier of the third regi- 
ment, recovered, by thirty nine bottles of 
a weaker decoction of farſaparilla, of 
pocky pains ; for which, and ſome other 
venereal complaints, he had been falivated 
thrice, kept his bed in the hoſpital for 
two hundred and thirty days and up- 

| wards, 
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wards, was emaciated greatly, and had 
tried in vain all ſorts of antivenereal, an- 
tiſcorbutic, or antirheumatic medicines. 

N. B. After ſeveral months this pa- 
tient applied to me again, complaining 
of freſh ulcers in his throat, and, as he 
ſays, without having catched a freſh in- 
fection. But what is very remarkable in 
this inſtance is, that his relapſe was pro- 
bably owing to his haying uſed only the 
ſmall decoction, or rather what may be 


called the ſecond decoction. 


CASE XI. 


A gentleman's ſervant in St. James's 
place, who had ſpurious buboes for fix 
months, for which he went through 
two regular courſes by unction, during 
his firſt courſe had a partial ſuppuration 
from one of them, continued to have 


pain in that, and a large tumour of the 
S 2 ſize 
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fize of a hen's egg remained, which 
would not give way to any application, 
and at the ſame time lay ſo deep, and was 
ſo much engaged with the iliac artery, as 
to prevent our deſtroying it by cauſtic. 
Ten bottles of the decoction removed it 
without ſuppuration, and he drank twenty 
four more for ſecurity's ſake. 


CASE XIII. 


The huſband of the lady mentioned in 
Caſe VII. was, at the ſame time with 
her, put under a mercurial courſe for 
chancres all round the glans -penis, 
blotches on the ſcrotum and thighs, ragged 
ſores about his anus, and foul ulcers in 


bis throat. After uſing about eight ounces 
of mercurial ointment, and falivating 
plentifully, for ſix weeks, all his com- 
plaints left him, except thoſe ragged ſores 
about his anus, which remained as ob- 


ſtinate 


L 133 J 
ſtinate as ever, though the mercurial 
ointment had been rubbed on them alſo 
about the end of the courſe, and though 
he had been ſweated very ſufficiently by 
fourteen quart bottles of the ſtrong de- 
coction of guaiacum ; but they gave way 
in a few days to the decoction of farſa- 
parilla.* 


I ſhall therefore juſt offer the reſult of 
my experience, in relation to the ſarſa- 
parilla, by deducing from theſe, and; 
above as many more caſes, in which I 
have tried it, a few remarks, tending to 
ſnhew when it will cure, and when it 
will fail. 

REMARK I. 

It will commonly relieve, in a very ſhort 
ſpace of time, venereal head-aches and 
nocturnal pains 3 and, if perſiſted in, I 
believe, will always cure. 


R E- 


* See a note from F allopius, page 141, which re- 
| lates particularly to this ſymptom, 


LE 


REMARK II. 

In emaciated or conſumptive habits, 
from a venereal cauſe, it is the greateſt 
reſtorer of appetite, fleſh, colour, ſtrength, 
and vigour, that I know of. 


REMARK III. 


When the throat, noſe, palate, or the 
ſpungy bones in general, are affected with 


EE flough or caries, it will commonly com- 


plete the cure, if perſevered in long enough, 
and providing a mercurial courſe, I mean 
by unction, has preceded the uſe of the 
farſaparilla. It is preciſely in ſuch caſes, 
where the wonder-working powers of ſarſa 
are not only abſolutely neceſſary for the 
cure, but produce a perfect one. 


REMARK IV. 
When the body is covered with dry 
blotches, or - moiſt ſores (ſtill ſuppoſing 


the cauſe venereal) it will greatly promote 
e the 
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the cure, nay, often complete it ; but, 
without the aſſiſtance of mercury, there 
will be danger of a relapſe. | 


REMARK V. 


In fimple chancres it will do little ſer- 
vice; but if it is given in caſes where the 
chancres or buboes will not heal or diſ- 
ſolve, after the uſe of mercurial union, 
it will often cure, and always do manifeſt 
ſervice, 8 


RE MARK VI. 


It will oftentimes anſwer, and that 
ſpeedily, without ſweating, confinement, 
or any very ſtrict regimen, at all ſeaſons 
of the year, where mercurial unctions, 
and long continued courſes of ſtrong de- 
coctions of guaiacum, either by itſelf 
ſimply, or compounded with a ſmall pro- 
portion of our farſaparilla, have failed. 
Of this I could produce ſeveral other 


proofs, beſides the above hiſtories. 
B Oy R E- 
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RE MARK VII. 

It would ſeem probable, from any ob- 
ſervations I have yet been able to make, 
that the ſarſaparilla root is only to be de- 
pended on in venereal caſes where mer- 
cury has failed, at leaſt has preceded the 
uſe of the decoction, ar when it is com- 
bined with it; and therefore is not to be 
truſted to alone, unleſs in ſuch circum- 
ftances : and this is agreeable to the well 
known effects of that medicine, the re- 
putation of which, in inveterate vene- 
real caſes, firſt put me on making this 
enquiry. | 


REMARK VIII. 


Mercury alone will in general cure moſt 
venereal complaints; the ſarſaparilla will 
perhaps always cure what reſiſts the power 
of mercury : it is therefore probable, that we 
may find in mercury and ſarſaparilla, pro- 

| perqy 
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pares its effects to thoſe of guaiacum, and 
recommends it very ſtrongly. + 

We ſee therefore, that many of its vir- 
tues, in venereal caſes, have been carefully 
noted by the Europeans ; but that they 

were 


+ Prodeſt decoctum ſarſæ, quemadmodum guaiaci 
dococtum, omnibus lue Gallica inquinatis; fed quanto 
quim illud tenuiorum partium eſt, tanto celerids 
auxiliatur, potifimum vero his, quibus caput in- 
ſigniter dolet, poſtquam guaiaci decoctum ante exhi- 
bitum aut parum aut nihil contulit: adde etiam, ut 
cuidam placet, ulcera, et circa ſedem rhagadia, multo 

celeriùs quam decoctum guaiaci curare, & gumma- : 
tiones diſſolvere, conſuevit. Sarſaparilla pollet ad- 
verſus eum qui ſui natura mitis eſt, aut incipit, aut 
inclinat, aut fi quidem ſævus fuerit, aliis tamen re- 
mediis attritus atque ſubactus, hominem adhuc in- 
feſtat. Hinc certè vim magnam in morbum Gallicum 
habere ſarſaparilla creditur, utpote quem guaiacum 
non ſanarit, hæc poſtea ſanat : ſanat enim immanem, 
quem guaiacum, aut ſiquid hujusmodi antea mutavit, 
mitigavit atque diſſolvit; non ſanat verd fi fratim ab 
initio contra illum ſumatur : quocirca ſarſæ decoctum 
luem quidem Gallicam evertit; ſed quia debiles ſunt 
ejus vires, non niſi mitem, aut ineipientem, aut de- 
clinantem, aut omni no ſi ſæva fuerit poſtquam aliis 
remediis ante demiſſa devictaque fit, evertit. Alex. 
Trajani Petronii lib. v. cap. 2, & 4. | 

U ' 
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were not thoroughly acquainted with 
them all: they did not determine its 
powers of extirpating the diſeaſe though 
ever ſo intimately mixed with the habit, 
and which had eſcaped the virtues of mer- 
cury in every ſhape: they were ignorant 
of its curing the diſeaſe without confine- 
ment, (*Ceſtoni alone excepted) ſweating, 
or,a regimen: thongh they knew that it 
made the ſymptoms diſappear, they were 
ignorant how to prevent their return : 
though they gave ſtrong decoctions of ſar- 
faparilla, yet they all erred in macerating it 
ſo long in the water, before they boiled it; 
which ſpoils it for uſe after forty eight 
hours. Nor did they determine accurately 
the caſes in which it might be depended 
on, and what proportion of the root 
would anſwer. Hence it is perhaps, . that 


we 


* Cefton. vide la Galleria di Minerv. tom. vi, part 3 
and there, Lettera ſcritta dall Signore Ceſtoni. 


t Nicolaus Maſſa de mor bo Gallico, cap. 11, 
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we find them complaining that it hurt 
the ſtomach, though it is now certainly 
known that, if properly prepared, it re- 
ſtores the appetite and digeſtion even 
where the patient becomes hectic, from 
a venereal cauſe, unleſs perſevered in be- 
yond two dozen of quarts at one courſe ; 
for we have ſeen inſtances in which a 
| ſecond was neceflary. They were but 
little acquainted with its uſe in venereal 
pains, and where the bones are affected; 
and yet it is preciſely in ſuch caſes that 
it ſeems to ſhew its greateſt efficacy.“ 

Thus it fell into diſrepute, and by de- 
6 grees 


lt were to be wiſhed, that ſome of thoſe bene- 

volent ſpirits with which this bleſs'd country (bona 
I ſuantrint ) abounds, would ſet on foot a ſubſcription, 
in the hoſpitals where the diſeaſe in queſtion is pecu- 
liarly cared for, to purchaſe enough of this moſt valu- 
able root, to allow of its ſtrong decoction being given 
in all caſes where the throat, noſe, or bones are af- 
feed ; as I will be bold to affirm, that in ſuch caſes, 
without its aſſiſtance, mercury alone, whether given 
inwardly or applied outwardly, will very ſeldom Ha- 
bliſh a cure. 
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grees was almoſt forgotten, inſomuch that 
of late ſome of our greateſt maſters in 
medicine have aſſerted that its decoction 
is no better than barley water. | 

I would fay therefore, that in this 
iſland, notwithſtanding the inconſtancy 
of the climate, and irregularity of living, 
it will produce the effects that I have 
hinted at above in this enquiry, if prepared 
and given in the following manner. 

To three ounces of the ſarſaparilla 
root, as freſh as it can be procured, not 
ſpoiled with age, worms, ſea water or 
moiſture, add three quarts of river water, 
and bring it to boil immediately in an 


open veſſel, (I always ordered a copper one) 


and let it boil away to two pints of the 
ſtrained liquor, that is, to about two 


pounds avoirdupoiſe. I ſometimes add A 
— little liquorice root, to make it more pa- 

latable. This quantity I give at two or 
three doſes, either warm or cold, as it is 


moſt 


[ 149 ] 


moſt agreeable, every twenty four hours. 
Every other day it muſt be made freſh; 
and what is not uſed the day it is boiled, 
muſt be kept in a cold cellar. I have 
always recommended abſtemious living, 


uhr with regard to wine. 
With relation to this diſeaſe in children, 


it may not be from the purpoſe to ob- 


ſerve, that, on the credit of Harris de 


Lue Venerea, I ſeveral years ago gave it 


in powder, and in decoction at the 


ſame time: but hitherto I cannot boaſt 
of its having radically cured the com- 


plaint, probably becauſe mercury had not 


been uſed before, or becauſe the children 
did not perſiſt long enough in the uſe 
of it. * 


a # I have 


"3 have, ſince the above was written, learned from 
more experience, that the youngeſt children may have 


the diſeaſe rooted out by mercurial frictions, if. uſed - 


very gently, and continued for a lang time, — 
to the ſtrength of the patient. 


[ 150. ] 
I have ſome reaſon to believe; but have 
not hitherto had experience ſufficient to 


determine, that thoſe rheumatic com- 


plaints (I call them fo becauſe they ap- 
pear as ſuch) which are ſo common, and 
ſo obſtinate, after a mercurial courſe, may 
be cured by ſtrong decoctions of ſarſapa- 
rilla. I give this hint, becauſe there are 
few diſeaſes that reſiſt more the power of 
medicine than this ; ſo obſtinate indeed it 


is, that oftentimes it will not yield to a 


— — — 


ſecond mercurial unction. | 
I ſhall conclude with obſerving, that the 
root conſiſts of two parts; the firſt, which 
is thick, dry, hard, and woody ; and the 
other, which Aſtruc calls the flagellæ, 
which grow out of the thick part to a 
great length, and are ſoft, more ſucculent; 
and mucilaginous. The former in decoCtion 


is rather diſagreeable; the latter not offen- 
. five, and is the part I would be under- 
ſtood to mean in this paper ; although 

Wt I have 


* 
J have reaſon, from ſome trials, to believe 
that the woody part is not inferior in vir- 
tue, where the ſtomach will bear it: per- 
haps too it might be uſefully combined 
with the other; but this J muſt leave to 
be determined by future experiment. 


1 E m M 


N. B. Since the Note on the ſwelled teſticle was 
printed, (p. 44) I have found, in Dr. Layard's 
Eſſay on the Bite of a Mad Dog, publiſhed in 
1762, mention made of the Mumps, with the 
Hernia Humoralis, as a ſymptom, having been 
endemical among the Eſſex militia quartered in 
the town of Huntingdon, in the months of Fe- 
bruary, March, and April, 1760. 
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erh combined, a certain cure for every rev - 


that can be called venereal. 


Let See, 2 

1. What this medicine is. 

II. Whence it came. 

III. What reputation it had at firſt. 
TV. If the eſteem it acquired in Europe 
was founded on accurate obſervations of 
its effects. | 
V. How it loſt it again, and has been 

but little uſed till very lately: and, 
Vl. How it ought to be prepared and 
given. | 
It is doubted by botanical writers, 
whether it was known to Theophraſtus 


and Diaſcorides ; but if it is of the ſame 
genus with dur ſmilax aſpera, which both 


from its appearance and virtues I am apt 


to believe it is, this cannot remain doubt - 


ful, ſince the firſt has deſcribed the plant, 
and the ſecond mentions its virtues as an 


alexipharmic, | 


i 
1 
ſi 
4 


T Fallopius 


1 136 

Fallopius uſed the ſmilax afpera, which 
he found growing near Piſa,” and cured 
many with it;“ nay, alledges that the vir- 
tues of the European are more powerful 
than thoſe of the Indian, aſeribing their 
external difference to the different (foils, i in 
which they grow. And Carolus Mu- 
ſitanus, aſſerts, that the ſmilax aſpera, 
which grows plentifully in Italy, under 
the name of the ſalſa pacſana, only differs 
in price from that of Peru; but that the 
taſte, bark, pith, and virtues, are ſtronger 
and more vegete in the European than in 

the Indian ſort. T | 
y Praſper Alpinus has put it 5 all 
doubt, by the ephfanpoe of the ſmilax 
aſpera, which he found in ſoft grounds, 
in the iſland of Zant, (arrntgg), that 
Europe, 


the. Loco farſaparillz ſemper cum ſelici ſucceſſu, 
Fullepii wattatus de morbo Gallice, capt 63. 

+ Carol. Muſitanus de lue venerea. lib. i, cap. 1. 
——— * 
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_ ticuldr,; furniſh: tlie true ſarſaparilla, or 
ſmilax-aſpera, (Peruviank dicta) of C. B.. 
The medicine which is the ſubject of 
our prtſent enquiry, and is now to be 
found in every druggiſt's ſhop, is the root 
of the ſmilax afpera Peruviana of Caſpar 
Bauhin. It is brought to us from * 
Hiſpaniola, and the Brazils. 


Monardes tells us, that the Indians, 


when they begin to uſe it, taſte nothing 


but the decoction and its mucilage (len- 
totem) for the firſt three days, and after- 


wards only almonds, raiſins, and 2 
during the thirty days courſe of it. 

The method of preparing it 4 the 
Spaniards and Indians of South America, 


is as follows: They macerate an ounce of 


the root in almoſt four pints, or pounds, 


of water, for twenty four hours, and boil - 
's the wot 4 1 it 


* Proſper, Alpin. de plant. Egypt. C. 43 


Europe, and the Gredian iflands in par- 
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it away to one half. They give of the 
expreſſed decoction half a pint twice a 
day, four hours before their meals, in 
bed, covered with clothes, where they 
ſweat two hours, mixing a ſufficient quan · 
tity of the fine powder of the root with 
each doſe of the decoction. They purge 
them every tenth day. . 
The Spaniards firſt brought it who Eu- 
rope, towards the middle of the ſixteenth 
century. "27. e 

Franciſcus Wusste! in his is to 
Margravius's natural hiſtory of the Brazils, 
talks. of -its ſpeedy and powerful effects 
in the cure of the lues venerea, given in 
ſimple decoction. + FE 
Vidus Vidius, about the year 1550, 


. + Cujus decocto fimplici ad luem veneream, præſer- 
tim non inveteratam, nihil præſtantius, quippe quod 
obſeryati diæta, paucis intermiſſis diebus, a turpi et 
faedo malo ægros vindicat. Margravius in | rv 
raturali B 2 4e Sarſeperilias | | 


/ 


TI wat } 

gives it the third place arhobg _ 
nereal decoctions. F 

© » Trincavellius prefers it to n as 
an attenuant, and makes mention of it 
as a reſolver of hard tumors. || | 
. + Gabriel Fallopius ſeems to have 
known more of the virtues of the ſarſapa- 
rilla than moſt of his predeceſſors or ſuo- 
cefſors, if we except Trajanus Petronius 


alone, of whom afterwards, 


-» 


In 


"i. EA 
$ Vidus Vidius, in morbo Gallico, de Sarſaparilla. 


| [| Vim majorem habet attenuandi & digerendi quam 
guaiaci decoctum, fi duros & quaſi tophoſos tumores 


in internodiis. articulorum concretos  digerere, - & 


quaſi atterere poteſt, ut quotidie videmus. Trincavell, 
Gonfil, 50. 

1 Recenſeamus experimentum cul nolunt credere 
pertinaces. Diaſcorides dicit habere vim antidoti in 
morbis eontagioſis, & connumerat grana & folia inter 
en medicamenta quæ venenis exhibentur; ideo regium 
eſt auxilium & antidotum ad fugandam luem veneream. 
Et hac ratione ego fido magis ſalſæ quim ligno 
guaiaci: imbecillior eſt cert ligno; habet tamen ipſa 
nobiles vires, quibus ſuperat guaiacum; et eſt, qud ſi, 
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In the venetian edition of Falldpius % 
mention is made of this decoction not 
keeping above five or fix days. I never 
eould keep it above three, even in a 
cellar : no author beſides. Floyer, that I 
know of, takes the leaſt notice of this. 


I believe it has been owing to their not 
attending to — a eee that 
0 it 


poſt ſuperatum Gallicum, reſtant ulcera rhagadia cirea 
ſedem, duplo citius ſanat hæc quam lignum Indicum. 
Erat ſcholaris Papienſis qui tophis offeis & fapideis | 
laborabat eirca pedes & tibias: ego brevi” di{tuſſos 
vidi ope ſalſæparillæ, & prima vice uſus ſum hic in 
milite Lucenſi qui dicebatur (7! Capitan Capon) hic 
habebat in capite tumores & gummata, qua per de- 
cem dies evanuerant omnia: cum ergo in Gallico ad- 
ſunt ulcera, ad hoc medicamentum confugio tanquam- 
ad certifimum auxilium : fi non facit prima dieta, 


11 faciet ſaltem ſecunda & tertia. Salſa eſt regina in hoc, 


quia diſcutit-tophos quodam quaſi miraculo. Decoc- 
pp ſalſz ſemper agit omnibus temporibus: decoctum 
guaisci non agit tempeſtate hiemali. Fallip. fradtat. . 
de merbo Gallico, cap. 63. & 95. 0. 95 14 

Durat decoctum ſalſæ, ſi non fit tempus calidiſſi- 
e vel ſex: diebus ad ſummum. Vide 
Fallyp. vol. 2. pa. 166. Edit. Venet. 1651. 


14 
it wis ſuppoled to hurt the ſiomach, 


alone, and in two days after it hall 
been boiled in the way 1 e e it to 
be done. al Oder e 

Maſfarias prefers it to che guaiacum 
for Gilpatch, agrecableheſs, and vir 


tues. 301 * of OV AID OE . 8 2447 21800 2 


Cæſalpinus ſays it hurts the ſto⸗ 


mach, but reſolves gummatous well 
ings; and prefers the outer bark of 
the root. + 

Vuarandæus n it e bes in 


the joints. : a 
1141 nenen aas. 
Fe 4 92 277 Ste? | 1 211 Thona 


T3. x 


pore, ex decocto Sarſaparillæ, mitigari & deleri, 


32 ne e and 


p. | 
J Ventrieulo noxia kt, ed facit magis ad gum- 
 moſitates. . artis am lib. 4. de e 
8 Silla s proprietatem ad dolores 
artuum ſedandos. Varandæi de lui veneres. 


which I never knew it once do, if given | 
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\ "Thomas: Rudius e that it 
is ſtronger, in its virtues, than guaiacum, 


but will not allow. it. to cure * A 


alone radically. “ 0 

Nicolaus Maſſs, Saks 4 given us 
many formulæ of the ſtronger decoctions 
of ſarſuparilla, ſays, that in ſtrength it 
equals the guaiacum wood in the cure 1 


the diſeaſe. + Tins 7 } 
_ Alexander A 88 1G com- 


ll ail nArig tas es 
: 242 2 * 11 . 
- 
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- * Longs melide delores tum Gallicos/tum /alios 
demulcere quam guaiacum z ſed Gallicum virus, niſi 


admodum exiguum, & in corpore recetiter contractum 


fit, per ſeipſum profligare & extirpare impotentem 
eſſe: ideoque ipſum non verum & legitimum luis 


venere bezoarticum medicametitum eſſe. Rudii 


zh iv. c. 2. 4 morbo Gallico, 


þ Sanat tumores duros, et ulcera antiqua Gallic 
morbi, & omnia vitia & mala, in quicunque corpo- 
ris parte, quæ in morbo Gallico accidere 'conſuevere, 
& quæ ſolent ſanari ligni Indici decoctione bibita, 
quoniam omnes ferè virtutes, qua in ligno Indico 
ſunt, in ſarſa reperiuntur. Nichol. Maſſa dt morbo 
Gallico, cap. 10. | 


